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WORK SESSION

October 20, 2008


Minutes of the Work Session held October 20, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.
MEMBERS PRESENT
Mayor Lopez-Rogers and Council Members

Ken Weise, Vice Mayor









Jim Buster









Frank Scott









Stephanie Karlin









Jim McDonald

MEMBER EXCUSED 
Council Member Chuck Wolf

ALSO PRESENT
Charlie McClendon, City Manager

Andrew McGuire, City Attorney

Kevin Hinderleider, IT Director

Shana Bearhand, Federal Communications Commission

Carmen Martinez, City Clerk

1)
ROLL CALL BY THE CITY CLERK 
2)
DIGITAL TELEVISION CONVERSION

Information from representatives of the Federal Communication Commission regarding the transition from analog television signal format to digital.  

Charlie McClendon, City Manager, stated that Mayor Lopez Rogers had requested that staff give a presentation to inform the public of the requirements necessary to make their televisions work when the switch from analog format to digital format occurs.  

Kevin Hinderleider, IT Director, stated that Shana Bearhand, Federal Communications Commission, would present the Council with information on the analog to digital transition.

Shana Bearhand, Federal Communications Commission, stated the FCC’s wants to make sure that all consumers are aware and prepared for the transition.  She discussed the contents of an information folder provided to the Council.  She noted that the FCC has a Lifeline and Link-Up Program for consumers with qualifying incomes to obtain a telephone for as low as $1.00 a month.  
Ms. Bearhand stated that a 1-800 number to a live person and a website link are available for consumers to receive answers to their questions.  Television sets purchased within the past five years should be ready for the transition.  The transition will provide much better picture and sound quality.  The digital format is a more efficient use of the broadcast spectrum, it provides additional spectrum use.
Ms. Bearhand stated consumers have three options to get ready for the transition.  1) Purchase a converter box at a cost of $40.00-$70.00; consumers can obtain up to two $40.00 coupons per household for the purchase of the converter boxes.  The coupons are good for 90 days from receipt by the consumer and can be requested online, by phone, fax or mail.  2)  Buy a digital television; any analog televisions still in the market should be labeled accordingly as required by the FCC. People in rural areas receive their television signal through low power television or through a translator.  Those consumers will need the converter box with analog passthrough.  3) Subscribe to cable or satellite.  Enhanced closed captioning is provided with the converter boxes.
The deadline for the digital television transition is February 17, 2009.  The best way to apply for a coupon for a converter box is online at dtv.gov where consumers can also obtain additional information. 
Mayor Lopez Rogers invited questions and comments from Council.  There were none.  
Mayor Lopez Rogers asked why the FCC is changing the broadcast method.  Ms. Bearhand the change was ordered by Congress to make better use of the broadcast spectrum.  She noted that the FCC is funded through licensing fees and auctioning of the airwaves.
Mayor Lopez Rogers asked if it was true that supplies of coupons for converter boxes are running low.  Ms. Bearhand stated there is a limited budget for the coupons.  The coupons expire within 90 days of issuance so that the government can continually determine how much money is left for the coupons. Enough money has been appropriated for every consumer to obtain one coupon, but people often realize they don’t need them or they only use one. 
Mayor Lopez Rogers asked if a person could order a coupon for another individual.  Ms. Bearhand stated a person can order a coupon for someone else.  She urged consumers to obtain their converter boxes soon as some stores are running out and manufacturers may cease producing them. 
Mayor Lopez Rogers asked if the coupons would be sent to the person the coupons were ordered for.  Ms. Bearhand stated the coupons will be sent to the person’s house they were ordered for.  
Vice Mayor Weise asked what was the FCC’s budget for the coupons and public outreach.  Ms. Bearhand stated the FCC received $3 million for public outreach $5 million for the coupon program.  She explained that as the digital format is a more efficient use of the broadcast spectrum, the FCC has raised over a billion dollars from auctioning off the additional broadcast spectrum made available by the transition.  
Mayor Lopez Rogers stated she wants to make sure people do not forget extra televisions in areas such as garages.  Ms. Bearhand stated a battery operated converter box is being manufactured for battery operated televisions.  

Mayor Lopez Rogers called for a motion to adjourn.

3)
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Council, Vice Mayor Weise moved to adjourn.  Council Member Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m.









_____________________________









Mayor Lopez-Rogers

_________________________________

Carmen Martinez, CMC

City Clerk

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Work Session of the Council of the City of Avondale held on the 20th day of October, 2008.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that the quorum was present.

__________________________________

City Clerk

