
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS   .   11465 WEST CIVIC CENTER DRIVE   .   AVONDALE, AZ 85323

 
WORK SESSION 

June 1, 2009 
6:00 PM 

  CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR ROGERS  

   

1 ROLL CALL BY THE CITY CLERK

2 UPDATE ON THE SOUTHWEST REGIONAL FAMILY ADVOCACY CENTER 

 
City Council will receive an update regarding the Southwest Family Advocacy Center (FAC). For information 
and discussion. 

3 AVONDALE MUNICIPAL ART COMMITTEE UPDATE

 
City Council will receive an update regarding the Avondale Municipal Art Committe's accomplishments to 
date and its goals for the FY 09-10. For information and discussion only. 

4 ADJOURNMENT  

 Respectfully submitted,   

 

 
Carmen Martinez 
City Clerk

 

 
Individuals with special accessibility needs, including sight or hearing impaired, large print, 
or interpreter, should contact the City Clerk at 623-333-1200 or TDD 623-333-0010 at least 
two business days prior to the Council Meeting.

 

 



CITY COUNCIL REPORT

SUBJECT: 
Update on the Southwest Regional Family 

Advocacy Center  

MEETING DATE: 
June 1, 2009 

  

TO: Mayor and Council

FROM: Kevin Kotsur, Chief of Police (623)333-7201

THROUGH: Charlie McClendon, City Manager

PURPOSE:

Staff is providing an update to the Council on the progress and recent changes at the Southwest 
Family Advocacy Center (FAC). 

BACKGROUND:

On June 19, 2006, representatives from the Avondale, Buckeye, and Goodyear Police Departments 
presented the concept of creating a regional FAC to the Council. This concept encompassed a 
regional facility that is staffed by employees from all three Police Departments where victims of 
sexual assault, child abuse, domestic violence and aggravated assault can be served in a timely 
fashion while improving the overall quality of each investigation. The Council approved this concept 
and directed the Avondale Police Department to pursue an inter-governmental agreement (IGA) with 
the Goodyear and Buckeye Police Departments to implement this concept. 

DISCUSSION:

As the Southwest Family Advocacy Center (SWFAC) completes its first year of operation, staff is 
providing an update on the progress of the center. This update will cover the services provided at the 
center to the Southwest Valley, how the financial challenges of operating the center are being met, 
and some recent administrative changes occurring at the center.  
 
Services Provided:  
 
From May 2008 through May 2009, the SWFAC served 540 victims of crimes, which included child 
molestations, sexual assaults and other criminal incidents of domestic violence. The SWFAC 
provided 82 medical examinations by specially trained Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE 
Nurses) in order to collect the evidence necessary to pursue a conviction. During this same time 
period, 505 forensic interviews were conducted by trained professionals for victims with a variety of 
special circumstances.  
 
Financial Challenges: 
 
The annual operating budget for the SWFAC is $826,380. The largest single items in the budget are 
the annual lease and the compensation package for two full-time positions -- the Director and the 
Administrative Assistant. While this operating budget is shared equally amongst the three 
jurisdictions involved with the IGA, one full-time position, the Forensic Interviewer, is currently funded 
by the Town of Buckeye. Currently, this position provides services to all agencies using the Center. 
The Steering Committee agreed this position should be equally funded by all agencies involved with 
the IGA.  
 

 



The Edward Byrne Memorial Grant (JAG) recently announced its funding distribution in Arizona, 
providing 15 agencies a portion of this grant. The City of Scottsdale returned a portion of its grant 
distribution ($224,596) and all 15 agencies agreed these additional funds should be used to offset 
the cost of operating the SWFAC currently funded by the cities of Avondale, Buckeye and Goodyear. 
Council approved this recommendation on 5/18/09 and these funds will be used to pay the Forensic 
Interviewer and a portion of the lease to operate the SWFAC for the next two years.  
 
The majority of the police departments in the West Valley use the SWFAC to conduct investigations 
and all Chiefs agreed the cost of operating this facility should be shared by those using the facility. 
When this was discussed each agency had submitted its annual budget and all were facing 
significant financial challenges. As a result, the West Valley Chiefs agreed to pursue available grants 
to offset the cost of operating the center while preparing to provide on-going financial support when 
the grants terminate.  
 
Administrative Changes: 
 
The current Director of the SWFAC recently accepted a position with the United States Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) as a Social Science Program Specialist. She will be serving the 
Western United States, Asia and Guatemala. A recruitment process is underway to select her 
replacement. She plans to leave on July 1, 2009, but has offered to continue past this date if 
necessary to assist in selecting and training her replacement. 

RECOMMENDATION:

For information and discussion only. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Click to download

No Attachments Available 



CITY COUNCIL REPORT

SUBJECT: 
Avondale Municipal Art Committee Update 

MEETING DATE: 
June 1, 2009 

  

TO: Mayor and Council

FROM: Rogene Hill, Assistant City Manager (623)333-1012

THROUGH: Charlie McClendon, CIty Manager

PURPOSE:

The Avondale Municipal Art Committee (AMAC) will update the Council on the Committee's 
accomplishments to date and its goals for FY 09-10. AMAC fully appreciates the economic crisis 
facing our nation and the impact this crisis is having on the City of Avondale. Therefore, the 
Committee has no expectation of additional General Funds for FY 09-10, and would like to share 
with the Council how the remaining previously allocated funds will be utilized. 

BACKGROUND:

The Municipal Arts Committee was established in 2005 under the Council's Goal to “Provide Quality 
of Life Options and Opportunities in the Community”. The Municipal Art Committee's role is to 
recommend projects, design concepts, or specific purchases of public art.  
 
A major accomplishment was the passage of the Public Art Ordinance that requires private 
developers to install public art with their development project. This ordinance was passed just as the 
economy slowed, but remains in place and will yield many opportunities to improve the aesthetics of 
future developments. The first contribution in lieu of artwork to the Art Fund from Empire 
Development for $25,000 will assist the Art Committee with many small projects in the coming year.  
 
The Committee will review the Public Art Projects that have been completed, including “Hands On”; 
a piece designed and created by Caron Studies for installation at Sernas Plaza adjacent to the Sam 
Garcia Library. Steel rods form the trunk of the tree and the leaves are made of hand prints cut from 
steel. The hand prints were collected from Library visitors who traced their hand onto paper, which 
the artist used as a template. The piece entitled “Hands On” has been installed. Staff will schedule a 
dedication ceremony.  
 
The Committee will also present one project which began in September 2008 that is now completed, 
a $4,000 mosaic project that was developed and presented to AMAC by a teacher and her students 
at Rancho Santa Fe Elementary School. It is a Mosaic depicting the activities and venues of 
Avondale as conceived by the students as part of their history curriculum. The mosaic is installed on 
the South West corner of the Civic Center Library to greet and welcome library visitors as they enter 
from the parking lot. 

DISCUSSION:

At the March planning retreat the Committee considered how best to steward their remaining funds. 
The Committee wanted to maintain the momentum and commitment to public art while recognizing 
the economic realities. 
 

l Functional and or Whimsical Art that can be purchased off the shelf  

 



l Partner with City Departments on items that are slated for purchase to expand the artistic 
sensibilities and recommend options for considerations (park equipment, shade structures, 
bike racks, benches and outdoor tables)  

l Explore the feasibility of a memorial bench program to compliment the memorial brick program  
l Initiate a program to paint SRP utility boxes with decorative finishes (SRP has agreed)  
l Complete a companion mosaic for Sam Garcia Library  
l Commission Murals for Abatement at graffiti prone sites (Central Ave. Project for Example)  
l Explore crosswalk art project  

Recruiting new members is another goal for the upcoming year. Each Committee member will take 
personal responsibility for inviting individuals to consider joining AMAC as a way of contributing to 
the City's quality of life. AMAC's FY 09-10 goals are to provide a variety of small public art 
opportunities that are functional and whimsical. 

RECOMMENDATION:

For information and discussion. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Click to download

No Attachments Available 
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