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Minutes of the regular meeting held February 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

Members Present


Mayor Ronald Drake and Council Members
Betty Lynch, Vice Mayor

Albert Carroll, Jr.

Jason Earp


Marie Lopez Rogers


Raymond Shuey


Chuck Wolf

ALSO PRESENT 
Charlie McClendon, City Manager

Andrew McGuire, City Attorney
Silvia Sheffield, Social Services Manager 

Kevin Kotsur, Police Chief
Linda Farris, City Clerk

Mayor Drake called the meeting to order and led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

STATEMENT BY THE CITY CLERK
Linda Farris, City Clerk, read a statement regarding public appearances.

2)
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

No report was made.
3)
RECOGNITION ITEMS (MAYOR PRESENTATIONS)

Student Recognition
Claudia Bullard, Principal at Westview High School, introduced Students of the Month, Diego Ramirez, Xaxiri Penada, Amanda Donegan, Katie DeVinney, Zach Hall, and Chelsi White.  She noted Zach Hall is also the Senior Class President and Katie DeVinney received a Fulbright scholarship to Yukon.  She also recognized Cindy Cardona and Victoria Montoya who represented the high school at a Jobs for Arizona Graduates Student Leadership Conference in December.  She noted Ms. Montoya received a full ride scholarship to ASU and Ms. Cardona has a tuition scholarship waiver to ASU.  She introduced Anthony Fierro who is interning with the City of Phoenix through a student work/study program, managing internet databases.  She said Mr. Fierro will also facilitate the Youth Town Hall and is currently working on a youth expo for the city of Phoenix.

Mayor Drake presented Certificates of Recognition to the students.

Introduction of new Police Department Personnel

Chief Kotsur introduced Susan Casperson, the department’s new Records Supervisor and two new Police Officers, Kelly Zwierse and John Indridason.
Mayor Drake administered the oath of office to Officers Zwierse and Indridason.
4)
UNSCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCE

Robert Volmer, 11409 West Bermuda Drive, Avondale, on behalf of the Avondale Little League asked the Council to address the costs associated with the use of fields and lights.  He said it will be difficult to afford the cost of the fields without raising their fees for participation.
Mayor Drake asked Mr. McClendon to have Dan Davis, Community/Recreation Services Director, contact Mr. Volmer.

5)
SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCE 

Ken Clark, Department of Commerce Energy Director, presented Council with a check for $15,093 to be used for the Northside Booster Pump Replacement Project as well as a plaque commemorating the award.  He thanked everyone who worked on the grant.
6)
CONSENT AGENDA

a.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Regular meeting of January 18, 2005

Work session of January 18, 2005

b.  
CLAIMS – DECEMBER 2004 AND JANUARY 2005
c.
LIQUOR LICENSE EXTENSION OF PREMISES – AMERICROWN - PIR

A request from Mr. Lee Baumgarten for an Extension of Premises for Phoenix International Raceway – Series 6 – On-Sale Retailer’s license to sell all spirituous liquors located at 7602 South Avondale Boulevard, Avondale.
d.  
PURCHASE AGREEMENT – ACHEN-GARDNER – 48-INCH PIPE CULVERT

A Budget Transfer from Non-Departmental Contingency and an agreement with Achen-Gardner Engineering, LLC in the amount of $36,378 to replace a 48-inch pipe culvert in the Coldwater Springs subdivision.
e.  
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT – STANDARD CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. – TRES RIOS LANDING OFF-SITE WATER LOOP CROSSING

A construction contract with Standard Construction Company, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $158,889.29 for the Tres Rios Landing Off-Site Water Loop Crossing.
f.  
ANNEXATION – AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED – PATRICK PROPERTIES

Authorization to begin the annexation process for parcel numbers 501-74-018L and 500-74-017C, 54.53 acres located at the northwest corner of Avondale Blvd and McDowell Road.
g.  
ANNEXATION – AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED – AVALON COMMERCIAL

Authorization to begin the annexation process for parcel 501-01-016 and 500-01-018, located north of Van Buren and west of Avondale Blvd.
h.  
ANNEXATION – AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED – DEMORE/WHYMAN

Authorization to begin the annexation process for parcel 501-54-006, located at 919 South 4th Street.
i.  
FINAL PLAT AMENDMENT – DESERT SPRINGS VILLAGE – FP-04-9

A request from Mr. Mark Pugmire for final plat approval for “re-plat of Desert Springs Village” 31.5 acres located at the northwest corner of 119th Avenue and Van Buren Street.
j.  
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT CAFR – FISCAL YEAR 2003-2004

Transmission of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for Fiscal Year 2003-04 to Council.
k.  
DESIGN SERVICES AGREEMENT – BROOKS ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS, INC.

A contract with Brooks Engineers and Surveyors, Inc. to provide design services for street and waterline improvements to Central Avenue from Lower Buckeye Road to Western Avenue, in the amount of $55,383.
l.  
PUBLIC DEFENDER AGREEMENTS


Agreements with Michael Leal and James Dunham to provide public defender services for the Avondale City Court.

m.  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT – ENTERPRISE TECHNOLOGY SERVICES – INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT


A professional services contract with Enterprise Technology Services to provide specialized Information Technology staffing for a ten month period at a cost of $95,200.

n. 
RESOLUTION – RESIDENTIAL SANITATION RATES ADJUSTMENT


A resolution adjusting the monthly residential sanitation rates from $14.00 to $16.25.

o.  
ORDINANCE – ANNEXATION – RDB – I-10 PROPERTIES


An ordinance annexing 4.5 acres of land owned by I-10 Properties, generally located on the west side of El Mirage Road south of Roosevelt Street.

p.  
ORDINANCE – RIGHT-OF-WAY – ILLINI STREET PROJECT


An ordinance accepting the dedication of certain right-of-way necessary to facilitate the paving of Illini Street from Vermeersch Street to 128th Avenue.

q.  
ORDINANCE – RIGHT-OF-WAY – SOUTH AVONDALE SIDEWALK PROJECT PHASE 2


An ordinance accepting the dedication of certain right-of-way related to the South Avondale Sidewalk Project, Phase II.

r.  
ORDINANCE – PURCHASE – ROOSEVELT IRRIGATION DISTRICT – WELL 18


An ordinance authorizing a well purchase in the amount of $350,000 with Roosevelt Irrigation District for the well and well site which is located on the south side of McDowell Road approximately 600 feet east of Dysart Road.

s.  
ARIZONA MUNICIPAL RISK RETENTION POOL DEDUCTIBLE PAYMENT


Approval of a payment of $25,000 to the Arizona Municipal Risk Retention Pool to cover the City’s deductible amount.

Andrew McGuire, City Attorney, read Ordinances 1078-05, 1079-05, 1080-05, and 1081-05 and Resolution 2472-05, by title only.  Vice Mayor Lynch moved to adopt the ordinances and resolution and approve the consent agenda.  Council Member Wolf seconded the motion.  ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:

	Council Member Earp
	Aye

	Council Member Rogers
	Aye

	Council Member Shuey
	Aye

	Council Member Wolf
	Aye

	Council Member Carroll
	Aye

	Vice Mayor Lynch
	Aye

	Mayor Drake
	Aye


Motion carried unanimously.

7)
PUBLIC HEARING – DEL RIO RANCH ANNEXATION
Public hearing regarding a request from Robert Apodaca of Sage Engineering Corp. on behalf of the Triple G Farms, to allow comments on the proposed annexation of 395 acres of land generally located north of Lower Buckeye Road between Avondale Boulevard and the Agua Fria River.

Mayor Drake opened the public hearing on this item.  No comments were received, he closed the public hearing.
8)
PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE AMENDING WATER AND WASTEWATER USER CHARGED
Public hearing and consideration of an ordinance amending the water and wastewater user charges.
Mayor Drake opened the public hearing on this item.  
Suzanne Gilstrap, Arizona Multihousing Association, said they were pleased to be part of the rate making process and believe progress has been made.  She said the apartment industry has been very consistent on the issues addressed and always strives to achieve equity in rates.  She stated they do not object to paying their fair share and modifications were made to the proposed rate that makes it more equitable.  She said, however, they are still concerned about certain components of the water rate and would like to reserve the right to come back to Council after their consultant has researched rate structures throughout the valley and can determine whether or not the proposed structure is equitable.  She stated their concerns are in regards to the base fee and meter charge.  She pointed out, unlike other businesses, multi-family complexes are being charged for 100 percent of their water usage; stating many of their properties do not meter for irrigation and, therefore, do not send 100 percent of the water consumed down the sewer.
Mayor Drake asked how soon they anticipate the study being completed.  Ms. Gilstrap answered two to three months.

Mayor Drake closed the public hearing.

Andrew McGuire, City Attorney, read Ordinance 1082-05, by title only.  Vice Mayor Lynch moved to adopt the ordinance.  Councilman Carroll seconded the motion.  

Council Member Earp asked what happens if the Multihousing Association returns with compelling information that warrants a change to the ordinance.  Mr. McGuire said the public is always allowed to return with information and a code amendment would be necessary should the Council want to make changes to the ordinance in the future.

Vice Mayor Lynch asked if the appeal process for determining water usage has been explained to the Multihousing Association.  Mr. McClendon said staff is available to anyone interested in knowing more about the rate structure and the steps that can be taken to hold down rates.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:

	Council Member Earp
	Aye

	Council Member Rogers
	Aye

	Council Member Shuey
	Aye

	Council Member Wolf
	Aye

	Council Member Carroll
	Aye

	Vice Mayor Lynch
	Aye

	Mayor Drake
	Aye


Motion carried unanimously.

9)
CONTRIBUTION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
An update regarding the Contributions Assistance Program and direction regarding the prioritization of requests and appointments of a Council Sub-Committee.
Silvia Sheffield, Social Services Manager, reported $50,000 was available for the Contributions Assistance Program in FY 04/05, with the Directors of the Phoenix Greyhound Racing Foundation contributing $7,500.  She said staff utilized several criteria in making funding recommendations for FY 2004/05, including previous funding compliance, if an agency has a focus on health and human services, an agency’s ability to generate other revenue sources, the benefit to be gained by Avondale residents, and that the funds requested not be used to fund ongoing administrative costs.  She reviewed the breakdown of FY 2004/05 funding, stating 18 agencies applied for the $50,000 in available funding, of which, 10 received funding.
Ms. Sheffield discussed the proposed timeline for FY 2005/06, stating they intend to notify all potential applicants by February 9, with applications due by March 11.  She said the subcommittee will then review the applications March 21 through 25 and make its recommendation to Council by April 4.  

Ms. Sheffield stated staff is seeking direction regarding the prioritization of requests and appointing a Council sub-committee.  She said the existing criteria will again be used unless staff is otherwise directed by the Council.
Mayor Drake expressed his opinion any decision regarding the amount of base funding should be made as part of the budget process.  Mr. McClendon explained, last year, the city established the amount available at the time it advertised availability of the funds.  He advised the city faces another tight year, therefore, he recommends the city maintain or only slightly increase the amount of base funding.  Mayor Drake asked if a $25,000 increase would be considered slight.  Mr. McClendon stated, while they could make adjustments to absorb a $25,000 increase, no other program in the city’s budget will be afforded a similar 50 percent increase.

Vice Mayor Lynch agreed the program should remain at $50,000, pointing out the city will receive $2,500 less this year from the Greyhound Racing Foundation.  She stated the city should have more money to apply towards the program next year.

Council Member Earp agreed with Mayor Drake but suggested that the program amount should be increased to $75,000, expressing his opinion they were not able to help health and human services agencies as much as they should have last year.

Mayor Drake asked Mr. McClendon if he thinks the program funding could be increased to $100,000 in FY 2006/07.  Mr. McClendon said the city will be in a much stronger position in FY 2006/07.  Mayor Drake asked if an increase in funding for the program would result in a decrease in funding for the Social Services Department.  Mr. McClendon responded no, explaining, at this point, all General Fund dollars are in a pool of unallocated funding.

Mayor Drake asked Ms. Sheffield if they are receiving more requests this year.  Ms. Sheffield said not yet, but they are seeing more interest in the west valley from health and human services agencies.  
Council Member Wolf said he would love to see funding increased, suggesting they indicate in the letter to potential applicants that funding will total no less than $50,000.  He said he would support increasing the amount to $75,000.

Vice Mayor Lynch explained two surveys are currently underway, one to identify and determine the value of assets in the west valley cities and how those can be leveraged to help the cities and a second SCAN survey that will determine the services available and the needs present within the community.  She stated she believes funding should remain at $50,000 until next year when the surveys have been completed and they have a better idea of the assets and needs within the community.  She said after going through the budget process, however, she would support allocating more for the program if additional funds are found to be available.

Council Member Lopez Rogers agreed with Mayor Drake that the amount should be raised, proposing it be increased to $60,000.

Councilman Carroll said he has no objection to spending people’s money as long as it is done in a way that benefits people and alleviates suffering.  He asked if the agencies currently being funded are truly helping to diminish the needs of the people they serve and does the program warrant a $25,000 increase, particularly in light of the city’s current financial position.  Ms. Sheffield said the Social Services Division is working hard to become more self sufficient through its asset development and strengthening its case management services.  She stated all of agencies funded through the Contributions Assistance Program contribute toward that goal and they all work together to provide for the residents of Avondale.  Councilman Carroll asked what kind of performance measures are in place to ensure people are receiving and benefiting from the assistance.  Ms. Sheffield explained all of the applicant agencies have goals and objectives, which are outlined as part of their proposals.  She said the goals and objectives are then reviewed by the Council subcommittee when making its decision as to which services best serve the community.  She stated the agencies are required to submit quarterly reports indicating the progress made to date and the Social Services Department closely monitors the agencies to ensure services are provided appropriately.
Council Member Shuey supported Council Member Rogers’ suggestion of a 20 percent increase to $60,000.  He said it is obvious the city will never be able to provide enough funding to serve all of the needs in the community, but he believes a 20 percent increase represents a good start.

Mayor Drake asked if the money contributed by the Greyhound Racing Foundation is included in the total amount.  Mr. McClendon responded yes, stating the city is prepared to make up the difference created by the reduction in the Foundation’s contribution to keep the funding level at $50,000.  

Mayor Drake asked if the Council would support an increase to $75,000 if it includes the Greyhound Racing Foundation’s contribution.  

Vice Mayor Lynch said she also supports a 20 percent increase to $60,000, so long as it includes the Greyhound Racing Foundation’s contribution.

Mayor Drake pointed out the city’s revenue from sales taxes has increased far beyond 20 percent in the last few years, expressing his opinion the City Manager could find additional funding for the program if directed to do so.

Councilman Carroll said he would not support increasing the amount above $60,000, including the Foundation’s contribution.  

Councilman Carroll asked if off-track betting has made any kind of contribution to the city.  Mr. McClendon was not aware of a direct contribution, but offered to research the answer.

Mayor Drake directed staff to set the funding level at $60,000.  Upon no objection from the Council, he also directed staff to maintain the program’s health and human services focus.

Vice Mayor Lynch said she would like to maintain the current criteria, however, she would like it more clearly stated that a specific project must be submitted by the applicant if a funding request is to be considered otherwise the application would not be accepted. Ms. Sheffield noted the application has been revised to make it clearer that a project must be submitted.

Mayor Drake asked the Council members who served on the FY 2004/05 subcommittee if they want to continue to serve.  Council members, Rogers, Earp and Vice Mayor Lynch indicated they would continue to serve on this subcommittee.

10)
DISCUSSION ITEMS

Barking Dog Ordinance

Mayor Drake asked staff to research what other cities have done and are doing in terms of a Barking Dog Ordinance.

12)
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council Member Wolf moved to adjourn to executive session pursuant to (i) Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 38-431.03 (A)(4) for discussion or consultation with the City’s attorney in order to consider its position and instruct the City’s attorney regarding the council’s position regarding negotiations relating to (i) pending economic development agreements and (ii) pending or threatened litigation.  Council Member Earp seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

13)
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Council Member Wolf moved to adjourn.  Council Member Shuey seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.











Mayor Drake


Linda M. Farris, CMC


City Clerk

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Avondale held on the 7th day of February, 2005.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that the quorum was present.




City Clerk

