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City of Avondale 
Kicks off the General Plan Update 

As the beginning of 2009 ascends upon 
Avondale, the City’s Planning staff has 
begun to take pro-active steps to begin the 
update of the City of Avondale General Plan.  
The General Plan is the City’s long-term 
vision and policy document for guiding 
development throughout Avondale.  
 
Adopted in 1990, the City’s General Plan is a 
single volume plan which established the 
goals and objectives for responsible growth 
within the City.  The land use elements, such 
as Economic Development, Open Space, 
and Infrastructure, created the framework for 
Avondale to guide development that creates 
job growth, sustainability, and an increased 
level of quality of life for its citizens. 

Mandated by the Growing Smarter and Growing Smarter Plus legislation, the City is required to address 
continued growth patterns and development pressures by updating the plan every 10 years.  As the City’s 
Planning staff embark on the 2-year process, they plan to have the update complete by 2011 
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Our mission:
Our mission is to enhance the quality of life for present and future generations by providing
progressive, professional services and leadership that reflects the needs of all those who live,
work, and play in the City of Avondale. Building on the past and looking to the future.
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GENERAL PLAN 2030

 

General Plan 2030, the City’s General Plan 
update initiative, is well on its way as we near 
towards the end of the 2009 calendar year.  
The comprehensive plan is an update of the 
2002 General Plan and serves as the City’s 
long-term vision and policy document for 
guiding development throughout Avondale.

While many of the goals, objectives, and 
policies remain valid, community changes 
since 2002 necessitate this update.  General 
Plan 2030 will plan for community growth 
through 2030. 

Over the next two years, the Avondale 
Planning Division in concert with the General 
Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) made up 
of Avondale citizens, business owners, Planning 
Commissioners, City Council members, and 
other private and public agencies will continue 
to study and provide recommendations for 
General Plan 2030.  The recommendations 
made today and over the next two years will 
assist in developing Avondale for the 
next ten years.

 

 V A L E N T I N E ' S  D A Y  1 4 T H

 P R E S I D E N T S '  D A Y  1 9 T H

 M A R D I  G R A S  2 0 T H

11465 W Civic Center Drive, Suite 110
Avondale, AZ 85323

UPDATE: O W N E R S H I P  O V E R V I E W

A Sacrament of the American Dream: 
Owning Your Own Home!

But in the long run, is “owning your home”...

Your Method or Your Objective?

The news reports are in: individual home ownership is at its highest level (as a percentage of the population) in 
American history. Bully for us!

But as we ponder this wonderful news, we might pause for just a moment to ask: Is this the best we can do? And the 
answer may very well lie in the answer to the bigger question: Is home ownership an end unto itself (in other words; 
the objective) or is it a method towards the objective of having an amount of wealth that we own and control?

Consider these two options:

$100,000 equity elsewhere*

These dollars grow at a historical 5-6% tax free rate.

I may still be paying interest on my mortgage, but I 
don’t have money trapped at 0%.

I can access my equity any time I want. I can never 
be denied my money and I can take it in the form of a 
loan, or cash, or as leverage, based on what the best 
deal is for me at the time.

Disability or death will not cause a loss of my $100,000 
and may even enhance the total value to my family.

Banks will foreclese faster on those who have more 
equity in their home than I, thus buying me some 
critical time in the event things really get this bad.

Both require I make monthly payments which will 
increase my overall wealth.

I am guaranteed a minimum of a 4% rate of return 
regardless of market performance.

*Permanent life insurance

$100,000 equity in my home

These dollars grow at 0% forever.

I save by not paying interest (albeit tax deductible 
interest) on a $100,000 mortgage.

If I want to access my equity, I must do so through 
a lender and I might have to pay high interest 
rates or I might even be turned down. In this case, 
the only way for me to get my money is to sell my 
home.

In the event of an economic disaster (disability or 
death), I or my family could lose our home, and do 
so at a great loss to the $100,000 equity.

Banks will forclose faster on me than on someone 
with much less equity in their home.

Both require I make monthly payments which will 
increase my overall wealth.

Even though the housing market has never lost 
money over a 30-year period, it is still possib
le for my home to experience a drop in value.
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I am going to sleep...
By Rita Miller, Super Hero 

A VONDALE N OW

Office: 623.333.4000
Fax: 623.333.0400
www.avondale.org/developmentservices
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 of the LifePoint Financial Advisors 
Newsletter. We are hopeful that you 
will be informed and entertained with 
the information we will impart to you in 
these pages. As the Senior Partner in 
our firm, I want you to know that this 
newsletter is for you. Our goal is to 
provide relevant information that will 
assist you in making better financial 
decisions to improve your financial 
position both now and in the future.

Welcome to the inaugural issue of the 
LifePoint Financial Advisors Newsletter. We are 
hopeful that you wil l  be informed and 
entertained with the information we will impart 
to you in these pages. As the Senior Partner 
in our firm, I wayou to know that this 
newsletter is for you. Our go
relevant information that will assist you in 
making better financial decisions to improve 
your financial position both now and in the 
future.
So let’s briefly discuss a subject that is most 

important to us all, the coming demographic 
population shift and what it could mean for 
each of us when we retire. According to the 
federal government, there are approximAvondale, AZ 85323ately 
78 114ry (people 
born between 1946 and 1964) and beginning 

January 1, 2008, the first born of this 
group will become eligible for Social 
Security. Once this onslaught of new 
Social Security recipients begins, it is 
estimated that the unfunded liabilities 
of our government to pay this group’s 
benefits will be in excess of 53 trillion 
dollars. That’s right, TRILLION! Many 
leading economists say that even the 
world’s most prosperous economy, 
the United States, cannot fulfill these 
promises without a crushing increase in 
taxes, or worse. It is estimated that the 
number of recipients eligible for Medicare 
will double by 2030 and spending per 
recipient is expected to increase from 
$1,751 in 2004 to almost $27,000 per 
recipient in just 23 years! Where will 

this money come from? How are 
you planning your future so that you will 
not be affected by a large potential 
decrease in Social Security and Medi

-

care benefits and/or a large potential 
increase in taxes? Traditional planning 
methods are not designed to deal with 
this problem. In fact, it is normally not 
even discussed. It is critically important 
that you understand this potentially 
catastrophic problem. We can assist you 
by providing solutions to this problem in 
your planning. Ask one of our repre

-

sentatives and they will show you how. 
We will discuss more about this issue 
and its effect on you in future issues. 
Until then, be sure you are reading and 
staying up with current news. We can 
help you here as well.
See you next issue.

Jerry LaValley, CLU, ChFC
General Agent

Our mission:
Our mission is to enhance the quality of life for present and future generations by providing
progressive, professional services and leadership that reflects the needs of all those who live,
work, and play in the City of Avondale. 

Building on the past and looking to the future.
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At this time, the GPAC committee is studying the 
land use element and identifying important goals 
and objectives from which land use decisions will 
be made.  Each goal and objective will be reviewed 
carefully to ensure they are in line with the City 
Council’s long term vision for the City. 

Most recently the committee identi�ed a vision 
statement and the guiding principles from which 
the General Plan will be developed.  During the 
year and each element including its goals and 
objectives, will be studied and a �nal updated 
general plan recommendation will be made for 
a public vote in 2011.

In addition, new elements will be introduced such as the Neighborhood Preservation Element as 
mandated by the state.  Also, the existing land use categories will be analyzed to ensure the City 
can guide future development, make land use decisions that maintain an attractive, livable, and 
economically sustainable City, and provide the necessary services to its citizens.

Throughout the planning process, Avondale citizens and business owners will be provided the 
opportunity to discuss issues facing Avondale with planning sta� and council members, and 
evaluate alternative ways to address changes throughout the City.  The City is currently soliciting 
input through an on-line survey that can be taken at www.avondale.org/generalplan.  In addition, 
information and the survey can be found at the Sam Garcia Old Town Library and the Avondale 
Civic Library from now until mid March.  Public input will be sought through public  hearings and 
community meetings throughout the process.

As the City of Avondale moves forward with the General Plan update, one standard will remain the 
same, providing its citizens with a rewarding quality of life.  Avondale is committed to building and 
maintaining a sustainable community.

http://www.avondale.org/index.aspx?nid=1194
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