
Avondale 
Now

winter edition

W i n t e r ,  2 0 0 8

Development
Services

Brian O. Berndt
Directror

Tracy Stevens
Planning Manager

City of Avondale 
Kicks off the General Plan Update 

As the beginning of 2009 ascends upon 
Avondale, the City’s Planning staff has 
begun to take pro-active steps to begin the 
update of the City of Avondale General Plan.  
The General Plan is the City’s long-term 
vision and policy document for guiding 
development throughout Avondale.  
 
Adopted in 1990, the City’s General Plan is a 
single volume plan which established the 
goals and objectives for responsible growth 
within the City.  The land use elements, such 
as Economic Development, Open Space, 
and Infrastructure, created the framework for 
Avondale to guide development that creates 
jowth, sustainability, and an increased 
level of quality of life
The dreneral Plan will address the challenges of growth in Avondale and incorporate goals and objectives to further implement the Mayor and Council’s goal to be responsive to the various stakeholder and citizen comments. City Council adoption of the General Plan Update is anticipated in spring 2011 with a public vote anticipated for August 2011.
 for its citizens. 

Mandated by the Growing Smarter and wing Smarter Plus legislation, the City i s required to address 
continued growth patterns and development pressures by updating the plan every 10 years.  As the City’s 
Planning staff embark on the 2-year process, they plan to have the update complete by 2011 
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Our mission:
Our mission is to enhance the quality of life for present and future generations by 
providing progressive, professional services and leadership that reflects the needs 
of all those who live, work, and play in the City of Avondale. Building on the past 
and looking to the future.

NOW
AV O N D A L E

GENERAL PLAN 2030
 Strides Toward a Great Place to Live, Work, and Invest  

The Development Services Department’s Planning Division continues to work through the General Plan 2030 update, 
the blueprint for growth in Avondale over the next 20 years. Citizens’ feedback has been excellent and welcomed.  The 
City Council has provided good direction in providing the framework for what will be a tool to assist Avondale in 
developing over the next several years. 

The draft General Plan will address the challenges of growth in Avondale and incorporate goals 
and objectives to further implement the Mayor and Council’s goal to be responsive to the various 
stakeholder and citizen comments.  City Council adoption of the General Plan Update is 
anticipated in spring 2011 with a public vote anticipated for August 2011.

The �rst steps in the General Plan update process were to engage the citizens by launching a 
city-wide survey.   The survey was provided at the City’s libraries, the senior center, the �rst 
community/neighborhood meeting at City Hall, through the General Plan webpage, and the 
department’s traveling kiosk.  Results are currently be tallied and will be placed on the General 
Plan webpage.

The City of Avondale is pleased to o�er several public community meetings and presentations on 
the City’s General Plan.  The community is encouraged to participate to address any concerns and 
to review draft elements of the plan.  City sta� will be looking for citizen input at the next 
community meeting held on April 27, 2010 at the Sam Garcia Library on Western Avenue at 6 p.m.  
Citizens are encouraged to attend and provide feedback to planning sta� on how they would like 
Avondale to develop and grow over the next several years.  For more information on the General 
Plan, please visit our website at www.avondale.org/generalplan.

In addition, sta� has been working with the General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) which continues to provide 
excellent guidance and direction.  The �rst two draft elements completed are the Land Use Element and the Economic 
Vitality Elements.  Each element will be posted on the General Plan webpage for public review.  The update to the Land 
Use Element provides revisions to the land use categories, and its goals, and objectives.  

Revisions to the Economic Vitality Elements provide a clear direction for Avondale to follow for the next several years in 
fostering a competitive edge in the west valley, attracting and retaining businesses, promoting workforce development, 
higher education, and increased salary levels - all while balancing a very di�cult economy. 

 V A L E N T I N E ' S  D A Y  1 4 T H

 P R E S I D E N T S '  D A Y  1 9 T H

 M A R D I  G R A S  2 0 T H
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UPDATE: O W N E R S H I P  O V E R V I E W

A Sacrament of the American Dream: 
Owning Your Own Home!

But in the long run, is “owning your home”...

Your Method or Your Objective?

The news reports are in: individual home ownership is at its highest level (as a percentage of the population) in 
American history. Bully for us!

But as we ponder this wonderful news, we might pause for just a moment to ask: Is this the best we can do? And the 
answer may very well lie in the answer to the bigger question: Is home ownership an end unto itself (in other words; 
the objective) or is it a method towards the objective of having an amount of wealth that we own and control?

Consider these two options:

$100,000 equity elsewhere*

These dollars grow at a historical 5-6% tax free rate.

I may still be paying interest on my mortgage, but I 
don’t have money trapped at 0%.

I can access my equity any time I want. I can never 
be denied my money and I can take it in the form of a 
loan, or cash, or as leverage, based on what the best 
deal is for me at the time.

Disability or death will not cause a loss of my $100,000 
and may even enhance the total value to my family.

Banks will foreclese faster on those who have more 
equity in their home than I, thus buying me some 
critical time in the event things really get this bad.

Both require I make monthly payments which will 
increase my overall wealth.

I am guaranteed a minimum of a 4% rate of return 
regardless of market performance.

*Permanent life insurance

$100,000 equity in my home

These dollars grow at 0% forever.

I save by not paying interest (albeit tax deductible 
interest) on a $100,000 mortgage.

If I want to access my equity, I must do so through 
a lender and I might have to pay high interest 
rates or I might even be turned down. In this case, 
the only way for me to get my money is to sell my 
home.

In the event of an economic disaster (disability or 
death), I or my family could lose our home, and do 
so at a great loss to the $100,000 equity.

Banks will forclose faster on me than on someone 
with much less equity in their home.

Both require I make monthly payments which will 
increase my overall wealth.

Even though the housing market hasnever lost 
money over a 30-year period, it is still possib
le for my home to experience a drop in value.
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I am going to sleep...
By Rita Miller, Super Hero 
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