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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and Purpose

As the City of Avondale (City) continues to develop, it will be faced with providing sufficient, appropriate
park and recreation opportunities for its growing population. The purpose of the City of Avondale Parks,
Recreation Facilities & Trails Master Plan (PRFT) is to provide a vision that will guide development of
parks and recreation and trail facilities that will assist in achieving the quality of life Avondale citizens’
desire. In addition, the PRFT will address the growing needs of the community as well as specific
legislative requirements identified by Arizona’s Growing Smarter and Growing Smarter Plus legislation. In
order to meet these requirements, this PRFT report includes the following:

e A comprehensive inventory of the City’'s existing park and recreation resources

¢ An analysis of the City’s forecasted needs as it relates to park and recreation facilities

e A comprehensive system of public park and recreation facilities that provides the level of service
desired by the community

¢ Implementation strategies to further establish recreational resources within existing and planned
development

e The identification of funding mechanisms the City can use to implement the additional
recreational services needed to serve the projected population

The PRFT incorporates the most current and available information that will influence the future
development of the City’'s parks, recreation, and trail system including the Agua Fria and Gila River
corridors. The study area for the PRFT includes the incorporated areas of the city north of Indian Springs
Road. It focuses on the overall planning of a wide range of recreational opportunities and establishes the
basis for future locations of parks, indoor and outdoor recreational facilities, and trail facilities as Avondale
continues to grow.

In the recent past, the costs of land acquisition ceased being affordable for municipalities to purchase as
parkland, and it became necessary for them to identify other means for securing parkland in order to meet
their current and future needs. With this PRFT, the City has the opportunity to evaluate future community
park, facility, and recreation program needs, as well as community desires, for both new and existing
development areas, and to provide more definitive input prior to preliminary or final platting of new
planned developments.

The 2002 City of Avondale General Plan Update (General Plan) establishes the foundation upon which
this PRFT is built. Coordination with the City’s neighboring municipalities and Maricopa County adopted
plans was key to ensuring edge areas were adequately addressed in terms of service area coverage so
that the City’s resources for park and recreational facilities would be maximized in serving its citizens.

The City understands the value of parks, recreational facilities, and trails as an important quality-of-life
determinant. It is critically important to identify appropriate areas where park and recreation facilities may
be integrated into existing and planned development, while setting the stage for implementation. A critical
component of the PRFT is the City’s ability to implement the Master Plan’s recommendations.
Determining the costs associated with implementation will assist the City in developing appropriate
measures to realize the vision, goals, and objectives of the PRFT.

1.2 Planning Process and Overview

The planning process and approach for the PRFT consisted of 10 basic components, including the
participation of a stakeholder advisory group representing a variety of special-interest user groups,
homeowner associations, and affected municipalities and agencies.. The following are brief descriptions
of each of the key components involved in the master planning process.

Stakeholder/Issue Identification — The City identified key stakeholders to involve in the development of
the PRFT, as well as preliminary issues the PRFT would need to address. Existing base mapping and
data including previous, current, and planned projects affected by the PRFT were gathered and provided
by the City.
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Inventory and Analysis — A thorough review of the City’s existing infrastructure and utilities; existing and
planned land uses; existing land ownership; existing multi-use recreation opportunities; and geological,
biological, cultural, and environmental resources—which included an inventory of their respective
locations and relative conditions—was conducted. Base data maps were developed to illustrate the
compilation of the City’s opportunities and constraints and their impacts on subsequent park and
recreation planning efforts. This information provided the basis for the development of a preliminary
master plan and was presented at the second stakeholder advisory group meeting and the first public
meeting/workshop for review and comment.

Current Conditions and Facilities — A thorough review of the City’s existing park and recreational
facilities was conducted and included an inventory of specific facilities and their relative conditions.

Values/Issues/Needs Identification — Current and future values, issues, and needs related to the
development of the PRFT were identified by the stakeholder advisory group members and the
community. The stakeholder advisory group and community were given the opportunity to identify values,
issues, and needs at the first two stakeholder advisory group meetings and the initial public meeting, as
well as through a community-wide needs assessment survey and communications with City staff.

Public Participation — One public meeting and two stakeholder advisory group meetings were
conducted at strategic project milestones to provide opportunities for community input, discussion of
issues, and comments in relation to the PRFT. The stakeholder advisory group served as the primary
conduit for user-specific technical information and project issues and concerns. The public meeting and
stakeholder advisory group meetings provided an understanding of the general public’'s and various
stakeholders’ values, issues, and needs for the types of recreational opportunities the City should provide
for its citizens. In addition to the meetings, a recreational needs assessment survey was mailed to 4,000
randomly selected households within Avondale to measure opinions and attitudes about parks and
recreation programs, facilities, and activities. A total of 214 surveys were received (for a 5.4 percent
response rate) with a margin of error of plus or minus 6.5 percent at a 95 percent level of confidence.

Benchmark Survey — A benchmark survey, including five other comparable cities around the United
States, was conducted to assess the level of park and recreation facilities and programs those cities
provide for their citizens in comparison to the City of Avondale. While the components and character of
park and recreation systems for each city are unique to their environmental setting, resources, and
demographics, the results of this benchmark survey provided a basis for comparing desired quality-of-life
determinates and lifestyles as it relates to future parks, recreation, and leisure for the citizens of
Avondale.

Vision, Goals, and Objectives — Based on the values, issues, and needs derived from public,
stakeholder advisory group, and City staff input received at each meeting, a Vision Statement and Goals
and Objectives were developed to create the basis for a preliminary master plan.

Preliminary Master Plan — The Preliminary Master Plan was developed based on the opportunities and
constraints of the City’s natural and physical resources; the vision, goals, and objectives developed
through the identification of the community’s and stakeholders’ values, issue, and needs; and the needs
assessment and benchmark survey results. The Preliminary Master Plan was presented at a City Council
Work Session and to City staff to provide the opportunity to review the initial synthesis of the key master
plan components. Comments received from the City Council and City staff were addressed and
incorporated into a final master plan.

Final Master Plan — The Final Master Plan was developed based on the comments received on the
Preliminary Master Plan. Comments from the Preliminary Master Plan presentation were incorporated into
the Final Master Plan, which includes a wide spectrum of park and recreation opportunities that are
compatible with the natural, physical, and cultural resources of the City. The Final Master Plan was
presented to the City Council for final review and approval and is meant to serve the City’'s future parks,
recreation, and trails needs relating to daily recreational activities, special events, and potential
environmental tourism.

This PRFT report provides a guideline for the City as it moves forward in implementing the proposed
parks, recreation facilities, and trails that are illustrated on the City of Avondale Parks, Recreation
Facilities & Trails Master Plan. This report has been developed to provide an overview of the master
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planning process, the public input received during the process, and the proposed park and recreation
needs for a projected population of 101,539; this overview is presented in the following sections:

2.0
3.0
4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0
8.0

Inventory and Analysis

Existing Park and Recreation Facilities Evaluations
Public Participation Program

Vision, Goals, and Objectives

Park and Recreation Facilities Needs Assessment
Parks and Recreation Facilities Development Program

Parks and Recreation Facilities Implementation
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2.0 INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

2.1 Introduction

The purpose of the Inventory and Analysis phase of the master planning process is to identify the City’'s
physical, cultural, and environmental resources, as well as the current and planned land uses and
ownership that would influence the development of future parks, recreational facilities, and trails. It
provides the basis of understanding for the location and condition of existing and planned infrastructure
and facilities, potential land use compatibilities, existing natural and cultural resources, and existing or
concurrent planning studies.

A search of existing data, reports, studies, and plans were collected from a wide range of sources,
including but not limited to:

e Arizona Archaeological Site and e City of Phoenix
Survey Database o City of Tolleson

¢ Arizona Electronic Atlas ¢ Federal Emergency Management Agency
Arizona Game and Fish Department (FEMA)
Arizona State Land Department e Flood Control District of Maricopa County
(ASLD) e Maricopa Association of Governments

e Bureau of Land Management (BLM) ¢ Maricopa County Assessor’s Office
City of Avondale e Maricopa County Parks and Recreation
City of Goodyear Department

[ )
o City of Litchfield Park

The information was obtained in various digital formats, including geographical information system (GIS)
files, PDF files, and other electronic documents. In addition to electronic documents many hardcopy
documents were also obtained. All relevant information collected was evaluated for its applicability to the
development of the PRFT and incorporated appropriately.

2.2 Existing Plan Overview

Several key area master plans and studies have provided the basis for determining the direction the City,
adjacent communities, and agencies have taken to establish new park and recreational opportunities and
facilities in the West Valley to date. A review and evaluation of existing development and these key
master plan studies, as well as their policy criteria and recommendations, have helped to establish an
approach that provides a cohesive and integrated parks and recreation system for the City. The following
is a list of documents reviewed and a summary of the information relevant to this planning effort.

City of Avondale General Plan Update — 2002

The General Plan is the comprehensive planning document that provides the City with a vision to guide
growth and development through 2012. The General Plan continues and updates the vision created and
adopted by the citizens of Avondale in the 1990 plan and aligns with the requirements of the Growing
Smarter and Growing Smarter Plus Legislation adopted by the State of Arizona as Arizona Revised
Statutes (ARS) § 9-461.05. The plan incorporates by reference several documents, including the City of
Avondale Tres Rios Greenway Specific Plan (Tres Rios Plan), and includes several regional studies and
plans as implementation tools of the plan. The General Plan document includes five sections that pertain
to this planning effort: land use element, open space element, recreation element, circulation element,
and the bicycling element.

The land use element identifies current planning issues Avondale faces, such as the identification of
locations for parks, arts and cultural facilities, and other public facilities to serve new and existing
residents; enhancement and maintenance of connections from development to open space areas within
and adjacent to Avondale; and the open space, environmental opportunities, and transportation
challenges presented by the South Planning Area, south of the Gila River. The General Plan identifies
key goals, objectives, and policies, such as the creation of open space buffers between multi-use and
low-density residential land uses and coordination with adjacent city and county governments to
coordinate land use and transportation along Avondale’s borders. Several goals of the land use element
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identify objectives or policies to incorporate parks, open space, art, culture, and recreation facilities within
future development to meet the diverse social, cultural, and quality-of-life needs of the residents.

The open space and recreation elements discuss the historical background of recreation and open space
of Avondale’s community as well as its existing community values. The purpose of these elements is to
provide direction for recreation opportunities and open space preservation as the community transitions
from a rural community into a suburban and urban community. The General Plan outlines goals,
objectives, and policies to aid in retaining the rural character of the community and conserving its values,
while meeting the needs of its current and future citizens. Additionally, the open space element identifies
Avondale’s unique natural setting as central to its identity and encourages the development and locating
of parks, facilities, and trails adjacent to the Estrella Mountain Regional Park open space, the Tres Rios
Greenway corridor, the Agua Fria, Salt, and Gila River corridors, and using existing and planned power
line corridors and flood control features as trail connections. The open space element also requires, when
practical and feasible, public access through private developments to provide direct connections to public
resources and open space by creating shared multi-use linkages throughout and adjacent to the
community.

The recreation element, using the level of service (LOS) approach as defined by the National Recreation
and Parks Association (NRPA), identifies that the City provides an LOS of 2.5 acres per 1,000 population
for each of the following: unimproved open space, district parks, and city-wide parks, with an undefined
LOS for neighborhood parks. This provides a total LOS of parkland and open space of plus 7.5 acres per
1,000 population for Avondale. This is widely due to the inclusion of river corridors and the Estrella
Mountain Regional Park in the LOS calculations for open space. The recreation element notes that the
City does not meet its parkland standards for the projected LOS identified and notes the need for a
recreation needs assessment to determine the types of facilities desired by the citizens.

The circulation and bicycling element of the General Plan targets the need for a multi-modal
transportation system in line with the land use element that encourages the development of a safe,
efficient circulation system which includes an interconnected street and pathway network accessible and
friendly to all modes of travel. This includes the use of bike trails, pedestrian trails, and sidewalks as
connections between existing and planned parks, schools, residential areas, and other destinations. The
General Plan also calls for the development of a bicycle plan for Avondale to aid in the creation of a
connected system of bikeways designed to contribute to safe mobility, encourage commuter cycling, and
support recreational bicycle use that considers connectivity between land uses, open space, and
destinations of recreation.

The PRFT, through planning tools such as needs assessment and benchmarking surveys, as well as
community input, identifies the recreational needs desired by the citizens, updates and revises the City’'s
General Plan park and recreation standards based on these needs, and identifies implementation
recommendations based on current population projections and future growth areas.

City of Avondale Tres Rios Greenway Specific Plan — 1997

The Tres Rios Plan, as incorporated by reference into the General Plan, is a regional open space and
trails plan that focuses on the three rivers that traverse Avondale: the Gila, Salt, and Agua Fria Rivers.
The three rivers merge within the city boundaries and provide opportunities for open space, recreation,
and non-motorized circulation throughout Avondale and the surrounding region. The Tres Rios Plan
aligned with the regional transportation plans that existed at the time of its publication, including the
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Sun Circle trail system. The Sun Circle trail system was later
incorporated into the current Maricopa County Regional Trail System Plan described below. The main
purpose of this document is to guide the development of a regional trail system within the river corridors
in a manner that is ecologically sensitive but that still allows for recreation and transportation uses. The
Tres Rios Plan recommends a 6-foot-wide multi-use trail with appropriate signage, lighting, and site
furnishings throughout the greenway. The trail and adjacent land uses would be protected from flooding
by the expansion of the current levee system.

The PRFT incorporates the Tres Rios Plan principles for providing continuous, key linkages throughout
the corridor and between the greenway and other pathway and trail systems in the region.
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City of Phoenix General Plan — 2001

The main strategy employed by the 2001 General Plan for Phoenix (Phoenix General Plan) is to
understand how the growth in the Phoenix metropolitan area affects the ability of Phoenix to provide
services to its citizens. To that end, the Phoenix General Plan ascribes a regional approach to local
planning issues. The recreation, open space, circulation, and bicycling elements of the Phoenix General
Plan have direct influences on this planning effort.

The recreation element of the Phoenix General Plan places Phoenix’s more than 33,000 acres of parks
and open space into five distinct categories. The City of Phoenix designates the over 132 traditional park
sites as neighborhood, community, or district parks, and its open space is divided into mountain
preserves and desert parks. Phoenix’s public park and recreation system excludes parks within privately
planned community developments since they are generally limited in their ability to provide recreational
opportunities and open space needs to the public at large. According to the Phoenix General Plan,
neighborhood parks have a service radius of 0.5 mile, serve a population of 4,000 to 7,000 people, and
are typically 15 acres in size. Community parks have a service radius of 1.5 miles, serve a population of
20,000 to 50,000 people, are typically larger than 40 acres, and include facilities for programmed and
unprogrammed activities and events. District parks generally provide for specialized activities or facilities,
serve a population of 100,000 to 200,000 people from several communities, and are 200 acres or larger.
Mountain preserves and desert parks are intended to be largely undeveloped, passive recreation areas
but may include designated trails and trailheads, parking, picnic areas, and facilities that focus on
conservation efforts or educational values of the area.

The recreation element also describes a planned functional network of urban, multi-purpose trails
throughout Phoenix that “should connect with other trails and pathways at municipal boundaries.”
Included with the description are maps of proposed trail corridors through several villages, including
Estrella but excluding Maryvale. The Estrella trail system map shows proposed trail connections with
Avondale at Lower Buckeye Road, Broadway Road, Southern Avenue, and the Gila River. Although the
Maryvale trail system map does not appear in the Phoenix General Plan, the park system map of
Maryvale does show the West Valley Multi-modal Transportation Corridor (West Valley Corridor) along
the Agua Fria River, which includes a planned trail connection between Phoenix and Avondale. The
recreation element also supports the Phoenix General Plan circulation element, which expands
pedestrian and bicycle access to transit facilities by adding paths and trails, shade trees, lighting and
grade-separated crossings. This is also supported in the bicycle element, which increases bicycle access
to destinations within Phoenix, as well as maximizes bike route connections to adjacent cities with on-
street bike lanes or trails. The 1987 approved planned bikeway system included in the Phoenix General
Plan identifies bike route connections to Avondale along Loop 101 (the Agua Fria Freeway) and along the
Agua Fria River.

The open space element of the Phoenix General Plan highlights the importance of trails within the
mountain preserves and desert parks, as well as “linear open space” and trail corridors composed of
rivers, washes, drainage corridors, and canals. The City of Phoenix has a current standard of 1 square
mile of city-owned open space land per 17,000 residents, and is funding acquisition through sales tax
initiatives.

Goodyear General Plan Update 2003-2013

The Goodyear General Plan Update 2003-2013 (Goodyear General Plan) has two sections that pertain to
this planning effort: (1) the non-motorized circulation section of the circulation element and (2) the open
space element. The non-motorized section of the circulation element includes guidelines on trail system
standards and utilizes the designations of Bike Lanes, Multi-Use Equestrian Trails, and Multi-Use Trails
presented in the 2001 Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan. The open space element of the
Goodyear General Plan divides “open space” into three distinct categories: Natural, Passive, and Active.

Natural Open Space includes washes, riverbanks, hillsides, and desert lands (either publicly or privately
owned) that are meant to remain as unimproved, virtually undisturbed land for aesthetic and trail uses.
Passive Open Space includes trail corridors, linear pathways, plazas, greenbelts, buffers, landscaped
parkways, peripheral landscaped tracts, and water or lake features (either publicly or privately owned)
that are meant to accommodate dog parks, agricultural activities, community gardens, aesthetic areas,
linear routes for neighborhood electric vehicles (NEVS), and passive activities such as hiking, picnicking,
bicycling, walking, and horseback riding. Active Open Space includes land set aside, dedicated,
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designated, or reserved for improvements that accommodate and support recreational facilities including
organized sports fields and courts, play areas, aquatic/pool centers, performing arts centers, community
centers, and other special uses. Additionally, the Active Open Space category identifies four specific park
types: Mini-Parks, ranging in size from 5,445 square feet to 1 acre; Neighborhood Parks, ranging in size
from 5 to 10 acres; Community Parks, ranging in size from 25 to 50 acres; and Large Urban Parks/Sports
Complexes, ranging in size from 50 to 100 acres.

The Goodyear General Plan uses the NRPA standards to define the LOS in number of acres of parkland
per 1,000 population that a city should provide to its residents, which for a city the size of Goodyear
should be in the range of 6.25 to 10.0 acres per 1,000 population. According to the Goodyear General
Plan, the 'City of Goodyear’s current standard is 10.26 acres of parkland per 1,000 population.

Based on the 2003 projected population growth, the Goodyear General Plan identifies the need for an
additional 650 acres of parkland by 2013 and 3,500 acres of open space by the time Goodyear reaches
its projected build-out population of 389,500. To more accurately forecast the City of Goodyear's’ ability to
meet near- and long-term facility and acreage needs, the open space element also proposes to divide the
city into four park planning areas: Camelback Road to Interstate 10 (I-10), I-10 to the Gila River, Gila
River to Pecos Road, and Pecos Road to Patterson Road.

City of Goodyear Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan — 2001

The master plan for the City of Goodyear’s parks, trails, and open space system acts as an addendum to
the 1998 Goodyear General Plan and identifies a community-envisioned plan based on ideas,
information, values, and opinions gathered through public and advisory committee meetings that included
community representatives, residents, members of the development community, business
representatives, and public officials. An inventory of existing facilities and service areas for existing parks
within Goodyear and the need for additional facilities, including a regional park/sports complex, four
community parks, linear greenways, trails, and a dog park master plan, were identified as the results of
the master plan study. The master plan also incorporates by reference the El Rio Watercourse Master
Plan, as a means of restoring the Gila River to its natural state and creating a regional trail and greenway
system, involving the cities of Avondale, Buckeye, and Goodyear. In addition, the master plan includes
implementation and funding strategies to acquire, conserve, and protect open space, farmland, and
desert, as well as to create and maintain trail and greenway corridors. The main purpose for designating
lands for parks, trails, and open space is to ensure that the amount of land for the desired use is
incorporated into new development planning.

City of Goodyear Parks Master Plan Update — 2008 (not adopted)

The City of Goodyear Parks Master Plan Update (PMP Update) includes a parks and recreation facilities
needs assessment, which assisted in determining the standard park acreage and facility needs for
Goodyear. The PMP Update establishes standards for seven classes of parks: Mini Parks, of a minimum
0.25 acre in size with a service radius of 0.125 to 0.25 mile, at 0.17 acre per 1,000 population;
Neighborhood Parks, 5.0 to 10.0 acres in size with a service radius of 0.5 mile, at 3 acres per 1,000
population; Level 1 Community Parks, between 51.0 and 100.0 acres in size with a service radius of 3.0
miles, at 2.64 acres per 1,000 population; Level 2 Community Parks, between 40 and 50.0 acres in size
with a service radius of 2.0 miles, at 1.36 acres per 1,00 population; and Regional Parks, over 100 acres
in size with a service radius of a 30-minute drive time, at 3.09 acres per 1,000 population. LOS standards
for Special Use Parks and Joint Use Facilities vary and may comprise any of the previous classes
identified. The PMP Update identifies existing and proposed park and recreation facility locations, some
of which their service areas extend into Avondale’s boundaries. As of the City of Avondale PRFT
publication date, the PMP Update has not been adopted; however, the information contained within it will
be taken into consideration as the City of Avondale proceeds in implementing its PRFT
recommendations.

City of Litchfield Park General Plan Update — 2001

The 2001 City of Litchfield Park General Plan Update states that with nearly 80 miles of existing or
planned recreational pathways, Litchfield Park maintains more capital investment in multi-purpose paths
per capita than any other municipality in the metropolitan region or state using a guideline of 1 mile of
path to every 4 miles of local street system. The open space element states the need for continued
cooperative planning with the Cities of Avondale and Goodyear to facilitate path connections to regional
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centers such as schools, parks, and shopping areas. The City of Litchfield Park is dedicated to
maintaining its historic resort-style character through the provision of open space, multi-purpose paths,
and parks. The City of Litchfield Park is also dedicated to creating a regionally integrated pathway
system, which cannot be realized without the City of Avondale’s cooperation in siting shared linkages
between the two municipalities. The Avondale PRFT identifies trail connections between Litchfield Park
and Avondale and evaluates any potential shared uses of recreational resources.

City of Tolleson General Plan — 2005

The 2005 Tolleson General Plan Update (Tolleson General Plan) includes the results of a citizen
satisfaction survey in which 92 percent of the respondents rated the quality of life in Tolleson as
“adequate or “superior.” Their most liked aspect was the small, quiet, friendly-town feel of Tolleson
despite its location in the middle of a large metropolitan area. The survey also reflects the citizens’
desires for additional pathways and park facilities. The Tolleson General Plan identifies two existing
community parks, provided through an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with two school districts, in
addition to two existing and one planned neighborhood park. The combined acreages (48 acres) of the
two community park facilities provide an NRPA standard of 2.5 acres per 1,000 population for a
population of 19,000. Likewise, the combined acreages of the three neighborhood park facilities provide
an NRPA standard of 2.5 acres per 1,000 population for a population of 6,200. In addition to the existing
park facilities, the City of Tolleson also provides recreation activities and programs through the Boys and
Girls Club, the community/senior center, and the Tolleson library. The City of Tolleson intends to extend
pathways to the city limits to connect with adjacent municipalities but does not specify where those
linkages will occur. The City of Tolleson identifies that it will need to work closely with the Cities of
Avondale and Phoenix to coordinate a regional, integrated open space and trail system. The PRFT
identifies potential open space and trail connections between Tolleson and Avondale and evaluates any
potential shared uses of recreational resources.

Flood Control District of Maricopa County El Rio Watercourse Master Plan Overview — 2006

El Rio Watercourse Master Plan defines the existing Gila River and its limits, as well as the desired future
form and function of the river from the confluence of the Agua Fria River on the western border of
Avondale, extending west 17.5 miles through Goodyear and Buckeye, to State Route (SR) 85. The focus
of the long-term plan is to maintain and enhance the natural functions of the Gila River through flood-
control management and riparian restoration strategies. The plan also provides a funding mechanism for
the multiple phases of the project and defines the type and form of development beyond the banks of the
Gila River. It also limits the recreational opportunities allowed within the watercourse to non-motorized
activities only.

Communities, in which the project is located, such as Avondale, are encouraged to develop recreational
facilities and trails adjacent to and within the project boundaries. The PRFT identifies potential park and
recreation facilities that can be coordinated with the development of the El Rio Watercourse Master Plan.

Maricopa County Association of Governments West Valley Multi-Modal Transportation Corridor
Master Plan — 2001

The primary purpose of the West Valley Multi-Modal Transportation Corridor Master Plan is to create a
regional planning framework for a 42-mile shared-use trail network from New River Road to the
confluence of the Agua Fria and Gila Rivers (West Valley Corridor). The shared-use trail corridor for
pedestrians, equestrians, bicyclists, and other non-motorized trail users will provide universal accessibility
to a variety of users of different abilities and ages. This network expands on the existing and planned river
trail system to connect with other existing trail linkages and major public lands. These non-motorized
multi-modal transportation trails take advantage, where possible, of locations that offer the community
multiple benefits such as alternative transportation routes, recreational opportunities, wildlife habitat
preservation, open space protection, and flood control.

Although not regulatory, the West Valley Multi-Modal Transportation Corridor Master Plan provides a
concept, design guidelines, funding sources, and implementation tools for municipalities adjacent to the
corridor to use when expanding their trail networks. The PRFT incorporates these guidelines to assist in
providing regional connectivity throughout the West Valley corridor.
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Maricopa County Association of Governments (MAG) Desert Spaces Plan — 1997

The MAG Desert Spaces Plan provides regional support, policy recommendations, and implementation
tools for municipalities under MAG to use to protect and preserve open space while still allowing for
development. The plan identifies key areas for protection and includes policy recommendations for the
acquisition, management, and maintenance of open space. The plan divides open space areas prioritized
for protection into two categories: Conservation and Retention. Areas classified as Conservation are
generally highly sensitive areas, with characteristics such as steep mountains or riparian or wildlife
habitats, and may contain valuable cultural resources. Recommended management policies would
prohibit all types of development on areas classified as conservation land. Areas classified as Retention
include upland Sonoran Desert, hillsides, and other riparian areas already in developed areas.
Development that is deemed environmentally sensitive would be allowed in areas classified as Retention,
but only with strict oversight.

Many municipalities, such as Avondale, have incorporated by reference the policies of the Desert Spaces
Plan into their general plans. The PRFT incorporates many of the tools presented in the Desert Spaces
Plan relative to the coordination of the regional trail system.

Maricopa County Open Space Report, Comprehensive Plan Element, and Trail System Plan — 2001

The Maricopa County Open Space Report and the Comprehensive Plan Element provide regulatory
policy for unincorporated lands within Maricopa County and policy guidelines for incorporated areas. Both
documents call for clustered development on private land and stricter management policies on public land
not yet protected with amendments, easements, or restrictions. One of the main goals of the report and
plan element is to establish regional open space connectivity and linkages for both recreation and wildlife.
This includes the Maricopa County Regional Trail System, including the Sun Circle Trail; the regional trail
system links the eight major parks within the Maricopa County park system. In Avondale, this connection
would be from the Estrella Mountain Regional Park, along the Agua Fria River/West Valley Corridor,
toward Lake Pleasant and the White Tank Mountain Regional Park. The Maricopa County Regional Trail
System Plan incorporates the West Valley Multi-modal Transportation Corridor Plan.

Arizona Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan — 2008

The Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) for Arizona is a federally mandated
document that is required for the state to receive federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
monies and that guides the distribution of those monies to state, regional, and local agencies by
identifying public and agency preferences and priorities for outdoor recreation activities and facilities. The
SCORP makes recommendations to the Arizona State Parks Board (ASPB) through the Open Project
Selection Process for the prioritization of the LWCF, the Local, Regional and State Parks (LRSP)
Heritage Fund (ARS § 41-503), and the Trails Heritage Fund. The ASPB also administers the federal
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) for motorized and nonmotorized trails (23 United States Code 206),
the State Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Fund (ARS 8§ 28-1176), and other grant programs for open
space and park acquisition and development of recreation and trail facilities. The LRSP Heritage Fund
helped construct Pendergast Park in Avondale, and that grant is a potential source of funding for the
implementation of the PRFT goals.

2.3 Land Use and Land Ownership Overview

In addition to the review of existing plans and studies for the development of the PRFT, an analysis of the
existing and planned land uses and existing land ownership was conducted to determine the most
desired and compatible siting locations for new park and recreation facilities. Existing and planned land
uses were identified within the City’'s 2002 General Plan planning boundary for this PRFT. This planning
boundary includes the city limits north of the Gila River as of November 2008. The study area for this
PRFT does not include the City’s South Planning Area, south of the Gila River. This analysis included
three main categories: Existing Land Use, Planned Land Use, and Land Ownership and documents land
use, legislative designations, and land management that occur within the study area.

Existing Land Use
As described in the General Plan, the majority of existing land use (58 percent) remained undeveloped in
2000 with the predominant use of this undeveloped land being agriculture. Typical of the evolving
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suburban/urban landscape of the Phoenix Metropolitan area, the rural agricultural lands are giving way to
medium-density residential use and becoming equivalent uses within Avondale as depicted in Figure 1,
Existing Land Use. The majority of land use north of the Gila River is quickly becoming residential, with
commercial, quasi-public, and recreation land uses interspersed among the residential development.
Existing industrial land use occurs mostly along the Agua Fria River corridor south of Indian School Road,
Van Buren Street, and Broadway Road. In 1995, the third-largest land use category was water (that is,
areas of floodways, floodplains, drainage structures, and canals). These areas have become increasingly
important throughout the West Valley as a means to provide regional open space connectivity. The
majority of existing vacant lands are located south of Buckeye Road along the Agua Fria and Gila Rivers,
mostly within the FEMA 100-year floodplains. There are no land use designations for parks or open space
included on the existing land use map. The only existing recreation land uses are indicated between Van
Buren Street and Buckeye Road from the Agua Fria River to Avondale Boulevard, and at the southeast
corner of the study area.

The following categories of existing land uses were identified based on information contained within the
City’s 2006 Transportation Plan (Figure 1, Existing Land Use).

Agriculture — identifies areas where the existing land use is cultivation of land for agricultural or
ranching purposes.

Residential — refers to all density levels of residential development (that is, rural, low-density, medium-
density, and high-density single and multi-family).

Commercial — includes commercial areas with retail and service-oriented businesses.

Industrial — refers to industrial areas for manufacturing, warehouse, research uses, business parks, and
office/warehouses.

Quasi-Public — includes schools, churches, cemeteries, municipal, agency, and other utility facilities.

Rail Road - refers to areas adjacent to the Southern Pacific Railroad corridor used for transporting
goods via railroad.

Recreation — denotes areas where neighborhood, community, or agency lands are located for
recreational purposes.

Other Landuses — denotes areas where the land use has been undefined.
Utilities — identifies areas for private and public utilities

Vacant — refers to areas that are not being utilized for active uses and remain undeveloped.

Planned Land Use
This category includes all general and specific planned land uses not otherwise identified in existing land
uses. The source of the planned land use information is from the City’s 2002 General Plan (Figure 2,
Planned Land Use).

According to the General Plan, most, if not all, agricultural lands are being replaced by varying levels of
residential development (that is, rural low density, low density, medium density, medium high density,
high density, and multi-family residential). The majority of land use south of Lower Buckeye Road is rural
low density and low density residential. The majority of land north of Lower Buckeye Road is medium
density residential with the majority of employment, mixed use, commercial, and freeway commercial land
uses located between Van Buren Street and McDowell Road. Additional 0.5-mile corridors of these land
use types are located on the west side of the Agua Fria River between McDowell and Buckeye Roads
and west of 99th Avenue between Indian School and McDowell Roads.

Public facilities land uses are interspersed throughout Avondale from Indian School Road to Southern
Avenue. The majority of open space land use areas are incorporated within or adjacent to the Agua Fria
and Gila River corridors, with the City’s existing and planned parks interspersed between Indian School
Road and Broadway Road.

As new development occurs south of Lower Buckeye Road, it is important to identify additional open
space areas for neighborhood and community parks to serve the needs of residents that will be living in
this area of the city.
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Land Jurisdiction and Ownership

The identification of land jurisdiction and ownership is important in determining future locations of park
and recreation facilities as these relate to potential measures and mechanisms the City will need to utilize
in implementing the PRFT. As identified from the 2008 Arizona Land Resource Information System digital
database, Figure 3, Land Ownership, illustrates the current locations of privately and publicly owned
lands within the study area. Over 95 percent of the land within the study area is privately owned, which
will influence the cost of developing new facilities since the opportunities for partnering with other public
landowners (for example, BLM) may be limited. However, BLM owns more than 400 acres south of the
Gila River west of El Mirage Road, as well as a smaller parcel of land east of the Agua Fria River south of
Indian School Road. The opportunity to secure parkland in this area through Recreation and Public
Purposes Patents (R&PP) or BLM’s land disposal process may assist in meeting the future recreational
needs of the City.

In addition, ASLD owns two parcels of land south of the Gila River between Dysart Road and Avondale
Boulevard. The Arizona Game and Fish Department also owns land adjacent to the Gila River on both
sides of Avondale Boulevard. While ASLD lands may be purchased when they are brought to auction,
land acquisition costs would require that the City expend limited park and recreation resources on
acquiring land rather than developing new recreational facilities.

Other publicly held lands located within or adjacent to the study area include the Estrella Mountain
Regional Park, which is owned by Maricopa County and managed by the Maricopa County Parks and
Recreation Department, and a number of City-owned parcels throughout the city, many of which are used
for municipal services such as parks, offices, and community services.

2.4 Multi-Use Recreational Opportunities

In addition to the land use and ownership analysis, an inventory of existing and planned parks, non-
motorized trail facilities, public facilities, and open spaces within the study area was conducted. Elements
identified in this inventory included existing and planned open space and parks, existing golf courses,
existing elementary and secondary schools, public facilities, and police and fire stations. Trails identified
included planned multi-use/equestrian trails, multi-use trails, bike trails, pedestrian trails, and open space
trail linkages. In addition, existing bike lanes and the existing and planned Maricopa County regional trail
system and Estrella Mountain Regional Park trails were identified. This information was compiled
graphically in Figure 4, Multi-Use Recreation Opportunities Analysis. The following multi-use opportunities
were identified during this analysis.

Public Parks

Twelve existing parks and one planned park, owned and maintained by the City are located within the
study area. These parks are currently categorized as follows: two pocket/specialty parks, eight
neighborhood parks, two regional parks, and 72 acres of open space at Crystal Gardens. Most of the
parks, excluding the pocket/specialty parks and Crystal Gardens, include recreational amenities such as
picnic areas, ramadas, children’s play areas, and basketball courts. The two regional parks also include
ballfield complexes. Additionally, there is one public golf course located within the city, and Estrella
Mountain Regional Park is located to the southwest of the study area.

Open Space

Open space includes land dedicated, designated, or reserved as city open space, private open space
within subdivisions, and open play areas within city parks that function as recreational amenities, visual
spaces, habitat areas, or flood control. In addition, the Estrella Mountain Regional Park and Gila River/El
Rio Restoration Project provide large open space and multi-use recreational opportunities and
destinations. ASLD lands south of the Gila River are accessible for recreational use with a fee-based use
permit. Typically, permits are issued for the purposes of hiking, equestrian use, bicycling, rock climbing,
and all-terrain vehicles. Hot-air ballooning is also a permitted use on ASLD lands.

Trails and Bike Lanes

The Maricopa County regional trail system, which joins multi-jurisdictional open space projects and trail
systems throughout the county, traverses through Avondale in several areas, including along the
Roosevelt Irrigation District Canal, the Agua Fria River, and the Gila River. The City’s 2006 Transportation
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Plan identifies the routes of existing and planned bike lanes that generally follow mile and half-mile
streets and that are designated by pavement markings and signs along the edges of paved roadways
outside the travel lanes.

The General Plan also identifies an expanded network of multi-use, pedestrian, and bike trails that
generally follow the river corridors (serving as reaches of the Maricopa County regional trail system),
canals, and power transmission lines. These trails and bike lanes provide non-motorized public access as
well as recreational use throughout the city.

Other Planning Considerations/Opportunities

Other considerations and opportunities that may influence the development of the PRFT included an
evaluation of the current environmental and planning considerations relative to the City’s natural and
cultural resources, population trends, future growth areas, and regional competiveness. In addition to
these, an understanding of the City’s existing and planned infrastructure (utilities and transportation) and
drainage patterns provided a basis for identifying appropriate areas for new park and recreation facilities
that would serve the existing and future population of the city.
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3.0 EXISTING PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES EVALUATIONS

An inventory and analysis of the existing parks was undertaken by City staff to identify the types and
numbers of facilities and amenities each park has and their current conditions. This inventory and
analysis provides the initial basis for identifying potential deficits within the existing park and recreation
system. This inventory includes all existing and planned public parks within Avondale. It identifies each
park facility, its classification, physical land size, and assessment of conditions as identified in Table 3.1,
Existing and Planned Recreational Facilities Inventory and Evaluation.

3.1 Evaluation Overview

All available existing data pertinent to the City’s recreation facilities has been identified and evaluated
through site visits to each park and recreation facility as shown in Figure 5, Existing and Planned Park
Facilities. An inventory matrix was developed and utilized to assist in documenting the type, amount, and
condition of each of the park facilities. This information also includes proposed facilities at one existing
regional park site and one planned neighborhood park site and is summarized in Table 3.1, Existing and
Planned Recreational Facilities Inventory and Evaluation.

Each facility, activity, and amenity was evaluated according to its recreational function and condition as
identified in the following categories and shown in Table 3.1.

Access — identifies the means by which park users may access the site.

Active Play Recreation — refers to active, informal, individual, or group play amenities such as play
areas, tot lots, or open play grass areas that allow for pickup games.

Organized Play Recreation — refers to active, formally organized team sport facilities such as sport
fields, sports courts, and other activities supportive of leagues and tournament play.

Moderate Recreation — generally includes more leisurely type activities such as bocce ball, horseshoes,
fishing, hiking, biking, horseback riding, and indoor recreational activities that may be organized or
unorganized, programmed or unprogrammed, or individual or group oriented.

Site Amenities — includes elements such as restrooms, ramadas, outdoor barbecue grills, picnic tables,
benches, and drinking fountains that increase the user friendliness of the facility, enhance the user’'s
experience, and/or encourage longer durations of park usage. It also includes an evaluation of existing
maintenance level and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance.

Table 3.1 also assists in identifying the facilities and amenities that need upgrading to enhance the user’'s
experience and increase desired usage or that need updating to meet current codes and maintain
acceptable levels of safety, accessibility, and service. Each facility, activity, and amenity was evaluated
based on physical, locational, social, and usability considerations.

3.2 General Conditions

The need for upgrading and updating some of the existing facilities is largely due to the maturity of the
facilities; long-term usage; over usage; impacts of undesirable activities; or the need to address certain
standards and criteria that did not exist at the time of their initial development. Listed below are general,
common observations that affect the majority, but not all, of these existing park facilities:

o Outdated, deteriorated condition or lack of shade ramadas and canopies, playground equipment,
benches, and drinking fountains.

e Lack of or insufficient site amenities (that is, trash receptacles, benches, tables, barbeques).

e Lack of or insufficient pedestrian and/or ADA accessibility to use areas and amenities (for
example, ramadas, play equipment, tables, grills, benches, drinking fountains, trash receptacles)
within the park development.

e Lack of or insufficient security/site lighting that meets current llluminating Engineering Society of
North America (IESNA) or Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) standards
for public recreational facilities.

e Vandalism and graffiti activities.
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Table 3.1. Existing and Planned Recreational Facilities Inventory and Evaluation

City of Avondale- Existing Parks & Recreational Facilities Inventory and Evaluation

Activity/ Amenity

FACILITY
Name and Type
Pocket/Specialty Parks

On-Street Sidewalks

Access

On-Street Parking

Off-Street Parking

On-Street Bike Route

Bicycle Racks

Play Swings (# of Seats)

Tot Swings (# of Seats)

Active Play Recreation

Slides

Spring Animals

Climbing Structures

Tot Lot (0-5 Years)

Play Area (6-12 Years)

Splash Pad

Workout Stations

Fitness Course

Basketball Courts-Lit

Baseball Fields-Lit

Baseball Fields-Unlit

Softball Fields-Lit

Softball Fields-Unlit

Organized

Soccer Fields - Lit

Unlit

Soccer Fields -

Multi-Use Fields - Lit

Multi-Use Fields - Unlit

Football/Track

Play Recreation

Dog Park/Dog Run

Tennis Courts-Lit

Skate Park

Rodeo Arena

Sand Volleyball Courts

Paved Pathway
Unpaved Trails

Moderate Recreation

Biking Trails (Mtn. Bike)
railhead/Staging Area

Equestrian Trails
Aquatic Facility
Golf Course-9 Holes
Fishing Lake

I

Concession Buildings

Community/Rec. Center

Restrooms

Double Ramadas
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Four distinct levels of existing development conditions have been identified in the general overview of the
City’s existing parks and recreation facilities and are listed below.

Level One — consists of park facilities that function as pocket/specialty parks including T. C. Doc Rhodes
Memorial Park and A. B. Sernas Plaza. These facilities are approximately 0.25 acre in size and function
as small community rest nodes, seating areas, or plazas located adjacent to major street corridors and
commercially developed areas. The main site access for these park facilities is from the adjacent on-
street sidewalks that encourage cut-through pedestrian traffic. These park facilities appear to be
underutilized due to their location adjacent to major street corridors that have no buffer zones and
minimal site amenities.

Level Two — consists of park facilities that function as neighborhood parks including Dennis DeConcini,
Donnie Hale, Fred Campbell, Las Ligas, and Mountain View Parks. These facilities range from
approximately 1.5 to 8 acres in size and contain more site amenities than the Level One parks due to
their larger size and function. These park facilities include shade ramadas, picnicking, and play area/tot
lot play equipment, sports courts, and open play grass areas and are generally in fair condition. The
majority of poor conditions found within these parks were due to age decline and lack of high visibility due
to few or no houses facing the park. All parks have experienced a high rate of vandalism and graffiti to the
existing amenities and facilities. Most of these parks need improvements in site lighting, age-group
separation and safety upgrades for playground equipment, and ADA accessibility. Of all the Level Two
parks, Dennis DeConcini Park had the most items rated as poor condition due to overuse and vandalism.

Level Three — consists of park facilities that function as new regional parks with community-level
recreation facilities that serve a larger area than the immediate surrounding neighborhoods. The sizes of
Level Three parks are approximately 80 acres each and include Festival Fields and Friendship Parks.
These facilities are in good condition due to being the most recently developed within the City’s park
system and should be a measure of standard for future facilities developed throughout the city. Some
poor conditions that result from these recently developed facilities are in direct relation to the amount and
length of usage due to programmed field activities. Programming field activities with an adequate amount
of time to allow the turf areas to rest in-between uses would help to sustain the turf for a longer amount of
time. Some items that could increase the usability and/or enjoyment of the facilities include providing
more ADA-accessible amenities (shaded tables, benches, and drinking fountains), age-group separation
for playground equipment, and designated areas for overflow parking during large events.

Level Four — consists of park facilities that function as neighborhood parks or passive open space
including Coldwater and Dessie Lorenz Parks and Crystal Gardens. Coldwater Park is approximately 12
acres in size and developed on an old landfill site. The overall condition of the park is poor due to lack of
adequate ADA compliance, potential issues related to the amount of soil cover for turf grass and
landscaping, upkeep of existing facilities and amenities, and vandalism.

Dessie Lorenz Park is approximately 4.5 acres in size and functions as a small open space area with
seating areas and pathways. Similar to the Level One parks, Dessie Lorenz Park is located adjacent to
major street corridors and commercially developed areas. However, it is much larger in size and has more
site amenities. The main site access is from the adjacent on-street sidewalks. While it has good access
and is well maintained, most of the site amenities are in poor condition due to underutilization by
appropriate users, vandalism, and the presence of transients.

Crystal Gardens is a 72-acre open space area integrated within residential development and includes an
unpaved trail system. The City does not own this open space land but maintains the stabilized
decomposed granite trails that surround the 19 existing lakes within the Crystal Gardens development.
The trail corridors are in good condition but lack sufficient lighting for nighttime usage. Each lake is
surrounded by residential lots that back onto the open space, lake, and trails.

The majority of issues that are affecting the conditions of the existing park facilities are due to location,
over- or underutilization, lack of site amenities in good condition, and vandalism. These most common
key issues are described below.

ADA/IBC/CPTED Conformance — There is a lack of or insufficient conformance to current ADA and
International Building Code (IBC) requirements, and CPTED guidelines. These include, but are not limited
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to, an accessible route of travel to areas that serve a “primary function,” such as picnic areas,
playgrounds, sports courts, and other site amenities, and that have high visibility.

Safety and Security — Every park facility exhibits some level of vandalism and/or safety concerns that
occur in public spaces today. Site lighting was insufficient or poor at some of the pocket/specialty and
neighborhood parks. Utilizing CPTED principles such as providing sufficient lighting levels for the
respective types of activities and encouraging citizen park patrol and user ownership may deter some of
the negative activities and influences currently occurring. Developing new neighborhood parks that have
residential properties that front onto the park would also assist in better surveillance of activities.

Over- or Underutilized Facilities — Site visits during the week indicated that most neighborhood and
regional park facilities appear to be appropriately utilized with the exception of T.C. Doc Rhodes
Memorial Park, A. B. Sernas Plaza, and Dessie Lorenz Park.

Site Amenities — Many parks do not have site access or pathways to designated use areas (for example,
picnic areas, sports courts, drinking fountains) that meet ADA requirements. Many site amenities,
including playground equipment, tables, and shade canopies, are in fair to poor condition due to
vandalism.

General Graffiti and Vandalism — The highest level of vandalism and graffiti occurs in the Level Two park
facilities that lack high visibility. Graffiti and vandalism are evident in all park facilities ranging from
minimal to high intensity and are not correlated to the amount of over- or underutilization of the facilities
within the park. Play area/tot lot equipment, ramadas, and concrete walkways are the items vandalized
the most within these facilities.

Maintenance — Maintenance varies according to the type, size, location, and age of the facility. The older
the facility, the more the wear and tear, and the more challenging the maintenance requirements have
become. Compaction and/or nutrient depletion over time may be the cause of the turf conditions in some
of the facilities. Vandalism, graffiti, and drainage issues present ongoing maintenance challenges.

The existing conditions shown in Table 3.1 are a result of facility age and user and maintenance related
influences. All park facilities are well used, and the City’s Parks, Recreation and Libraries Department has
done well in developing and maintaining these existing facilities at their current level. Renovation and
upgrades of existing facilities can reduce the level of maintenance required and the usability and safety
concerns, as well as, increase the level of user enjoyment.

Table 3.1 also identifies that the majority of existing park and recreation facilities lack sufficient organized
play and moderate recreation facilities. While active play recreation elements appear to be sufficient in
number, they lack the physical separation between age groups recommended by the current Handbook
for Public Playground Safety published by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and
by the U.S. Access Board’'s Summary of Accessibility Guidelines for Play Areas.

Most site amenities are also provided in sufficient number for the service areas of the community they
serve. This information, in addition to Section 6.0, Park and Recreation Facilities Needs Assessment, will
provide the basis for Section 7.0, Parks and Recreation Facilities Development Program.
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4.0 Public Participation Program

4.1 Introduction

Providing opportunities for the citizens of Avondale to actively participate in the master planning process
of its parks and recreation facilities was essential to the development of the City’s PRFT. One public
meeting, two stakeholder advisory group meetings, a city-wide needs assessment survey, and a short-
form survey at the World Fest were conducted to identify the community’s diverse interests, values,
issues, and needs in an effort to provide a common vision for the development of park and recreational
facilities throughout the city. The public and stakeholder meetings were also held to solicit the public’s
input on the preliminary park and recreation standards and the Preliminary Master Plan.

The following is a summary of each of the public and stakeholder advisory group meetings and the World
Fest survey that, in addition to the needs assessment and benchmark surveys, provided the basis for the
PRFT recommendations.

4.2 Public Meeting No. 1

On September 10, 2008, the first public meeting began with a welcome and introduction of the project.
The obijective of the first public meeting was twofold: (1) to introduce the study, its purpose and process,
the schedule, and the City and consultant team members and (2) to receive input from the community on
their values, issues, needs, concerns, and vision for the City’s park and recreation system. The City
posted notices of the meeting 1 week prior to the meeting at City Hall, Fire Station 172, and the Sam
Garcia Library. Approximately nine participants were in attendance.

The solicitation of values, issues, and needs was initiated by a facilitator who asked participants what
they valued most about the City of Avondale’s parks and recreation system. The idea was presented that
if they were to move away and come back 5 years later, what did they hope would not have changed?
The following responses to this question assisted in identifying the community’s values, which would drive
the vision of the PRFT:

Clean parks, restrooms, and facilities

Convenient access to a variety of parks

Family-oriented activities

Buildings that provide a variety of options for different age groups and abilities in close proximity
to each other

Adequate shade structures

Good enforcement of policies that promotes a feeling of safety and security
No conflict of usage of the same facilities by different user groups
Encourage larger, open recreation areas rather than pocket parks
Convenient access to dog parks

Walking within safe, lit areas

Openness of City staff

Long bike/hike routes without interacting with traffic

Similarly, the idea was presented that if they were to move away and come back 5 years later, what did
they hope would have changed? The responses to this question assisted in identifying the community’s
issues as they relate to existing park and recreation facilities. The majority of the issues identified were
described as items or ideas that are lacking in the existing parks and recreation facilities or recreation
programs that are not available or currently offered due to facility or staff constraints.

Participants were asked what they needed or desired for their recreational enjoyment that currently was
not being provided by the City. These included activities, facilities, or amenities that they were using
elsewhere (another city or private enterprise) or not at all due to the lack of their availability:

e Anindoor recreation multi-purpose facility/teen center
e Areas for family and group activities (particularly during the summer heat)
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A pool and water features (splash parks)

Areas of activities for all age groups (older teen, adult, and senior)

More outdoor lighted facilities (baseball, multi-purpose, basketball courts)

Fields available for league play (adult baseball)

A large pavilion with barbeque and picnic facilities, including food-prep facilities
A greenbelt/recreation corridor along the Agua Fria River

An upgrade to the existing trails

A public golf course

Areas for fishing

Areas for unprogrammed activities (pickup games, open turf areas with backstop)
Enough land for park development (to provide, for example, sufficient parking, unprogrammed
areas, open space)

In addition, a meeting survey was distributed to the participants, which asked the following questions:

e What types of facilities or settings would you spend the most time using?
e What types of park facilities would you use?
e What amenities are the most important to include in a park?

Five completed surveys were received and following is a summary of the results.

e The majority of the respondents (80%) indicated that they would spend most of their time using
recreation facilities for pickup games, open play, sports tournaments, and events.

e The types of facilities the respondents would use most (60% or greater) are play areas, tot lots,
open picnic tables with barbeques, baseball fields, and special gathering/events/activity areas.

e The types of amenities respondents think are most important (60% or greater) to include in park
facilities are trash receptacles, shade trees, drinking fountains, pathway/security lighting,
benches, parking, picnic tables, grass amphitheaters, barbeque grills, bike racks, landscape
berms/forms, drought-tolerant landscape plantings, and an emergency system.

Comment sheets were also provided for the participants to fill out and return at their convenience. Five
comment sheets were returned and reflected the discussion and comments received during the public
meeting.

Seventeen completed surveys/comment sheets were received at the World Fest held on September 13,
2008. Another 13 completed surveys/comment sheets were received with addresses from other cities.
The majority of World Fest respondents who lived within Avondale (over 80%) indicated that they would
spend most of their time in facilities that provided leisure and educational/interpretive opportunities. The
types of facilities the World Fest respondents (over 58%) would use most are paved walking paths,
fitness courses, special gathering/event/activity areas, natural interpretive areas, fishing lakes/ponds,
sculpture/art gardens, indoor recreation facilities, sand volleyball courts, decomposed granite or unpaved
trails, open picnic tables with barbeques, single-family picnic ramadas, and open grass play areas. The
types of amenities respondents (over 58%) think are most important to include in park facilities are shade
trees, picnic tables, trash receptacles, drinking fountains, pathway/security lighting, benches, landscape
berms/forms, drought-tolerant landscape plantings, parking, barbeque grills, and an emergency system.

World Fest respondents desired more passive, leisure, and natural resource activities than did public
meeting respondents. This could be an indication of the types of amenities and activities that draw visitors
to Avondale or the types of interests World Fest participants have in common.

All public comments were compiled, and their input—along with the results of the meeting survey, World
Fest survey, and needs assessment survey—provided the foundation for forming the vision, goals, and
objectives of the PRFT. The results of the meeting survey, World Fest survey, and additional public
comments from the first public meeting are included in Appendix A, Public Participation Input.
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4.3 Stakeholder Advisory Group Meetings

The purpose of the Stakeholder Advisory Group meetings was to provide input, data, and guidance on
the PRFT at key milestones in the master plan process. The stakeholders included a variety of passive
and active special-interest group users, homeowner associations (HOAs), affected county and state
agencies, and interested citizens. Stakeholders were identified by the City, and a representative from
each was contacted and invited to attend and participate in the upcoming stakeholder advisory group
meetings. The following is a brief description of each of the stakeholder meetings that were conducted.

Stakeholder Advisory Group Meeting No. 1

On November 18, 2008, the City held the first stakeholder advisory group meeting. Approximately 10
stakeholder advisory group members were in attendance.

The objectives of this first stakeholder advisory group meeting were to:

¢ Provide the stakeholders an introduction to the project and an overview of the master planning
process.

e Present to the stakeholders the physical inventory and analysis findings, including the City’'s

regional context, slopes, land ownership, existing and planned land uses, biological and cultural

resources, soils and geology, drainage and floodplains, infrastructure and utilities, and multi-use

recreation opportunities.

Provide a summary of the comments from the initial public meeting.

Solicit values, issues, and needs specific to their specific user group or agency.

Provide an overview of the needs assessment and benchmark survey results.

Gather input on recreation facilities program criteria and standards required by their specific user

group or agency recreation activities or interests.

e Receive input on the needs assessment and benchmark survey results, existing and future
planning efforts, and user group and agency issues or concerns.

The solicitation of values, issues, and needs was initiated by a facilitator who asked participants what
they valued most about the City’s parks and recreation system, similar to how it was conducted at the first
public meeting. An open-dialog session followed that provided the stakeholders an opportunity to share
each of their own ideas and concerns about the recreation needs of their constituents.

The stakeholders were also asked to provide any additional base mapping data or additional information
regarding their areas of concern and respective jurisdictions to assist in creating a solid foundation for the
PRFT. The input received at the stakeholder advisory meeting, along with the needs assessment and
benchmark survey results and the public input, provided the basis for developing the City’s preliminary
tailored park and recreation standards that were presented at the second stakeholder advisory group
meeting. Comments received at the first stakeholder advisory meeting are included in Appendix A, Public
Participation Input.

Stakeholder Advisory Group Meeting No. 2

On January 14, 2009, the City held the second stakeholder advisory group meeting. Approximately 14
stakeholder advisory group members were in attendance.

The objectives of the second stakeholder advisory group meeting were to:

Provide a review of the needs assessment and benchmark survey results.
Provide an overview of public input received to date.

Review the existing park and recreation facilities inventory and evaluation.
Present the park acreage and recreation facility needs analyses.

Present the preliminary tailored park and recreation standards for the City.

An information packet was distributed—which included all the public and stakeholder input to date, the
existing park and recreational facilities inventory and evaluation, the summarized benchmark survey
results for park acreage and trails and indoor and outdoor recreational facilities, the preliminary park
acreage needs analysis, the preliminary recreational facility needs analysis for indoor and outdoor
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facilities, and the preliminary trails needs analysis. The preliminary needs analyses identified the number
of park acres and facilities required to meet the needs of the projected population of 101,539 based on
the City’s preliminary tailored park and recreation standards. A question and answer session followed the
presentation of items mentioned above to discuss specific comments, concerns, and preferences.

The input received at the second stakeholder meeting along with the refinement of the City’s preliminary
tailored park and recreation standards were incorporated into the draft final standards presented at a
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) meeting. A copy of the final Needs Assessment Survey
Report is located in Appendix B, and the final Benchmark Survey Report is located in Appendix C.

4.4 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meetings

The first public meeting on September 10, 2008, was held in conjunction with a PRAB meeting. See
Section 4.2, Public Meeting No. 1. The draft final park and recreation standards, along with the
stakeholder advisory members’ input and comments, were presented at a second PRAB meeting on
February 11, 2009. An information packet similar to the one distributed at the second stakeholder
advisory group meeting was presented to the PRAB for their review and comment. The PRAB also
provided input on potential park and recreation facility locations and potential programming requirements
they felt were necessary to meet the future needs of the City based on the draft final standards.

The input received at the second PRAB meeting, along with City staff direction, provided the basis for
refining the City’'s draft final tailored park and recreation standards and developing the Preliminary Master
Plan, both of which were presented at a City Council Work Session.

4.5 City Council Work Session

On June 15, 2009, the draft final park and recreation standards and Preliminary Master Plan were
presented to City Council in a work session. The purpose of the presentation was to provide an overview
of the master planning process to date; a summary of the needs assessment and benchmark surveys; an
overview of the public’s input and stakeholder advisory group’s input; an understanding of the park and
recreation facility needs, deficiencies, and tailored standards on which the PRFT is based; and the
Preliminary Master Plan for discussion and comment. The proposed park and recreation facilities required
to meet the City’s population needs for 101,539 citizens and their recommended general locations were
presented.

A question and answer session then followed the presentation to discuss council members’ comments,
concerns, and preferences to the items presented above that would provide a basis for developing the
Final Master Plan. City Council input, along with City staff direction, provided the basis for developing the
Final Master Plan.
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5.0 VisioN, GOALS, AND OBJECTIVES

5.1 Introduction

The development of a successful parks master plan is based on goals and objectives that once
accomplished create a community vision and a quality of life reflected in the community’s daily
recreational activities. The vision describes the desired future of a community as it relates to parks and
recreational opportunities and amenities. The following definitions assist in understanding how visions,
goals, and objectives relate to one another and serve as the basis for implementing a plan.

Vision

A vision statement is a concise description of an image reflecting the values and assets a community
considers important in terms of achieving their desired quality of life.

Goal
A goal is a concise statement describing the desired condition to be achieved and addresses key issues
or needs relating to specific values required to achieve the vision.

Objective
An objective is a concise statement identifying a method or action that addresses a specific goal and
causes it to be achieved. An objective should be measurable and time specific.

5.2 Vision, Goals, and Objectives

VISION

The City of Avondale provides a wide spectrum of recreational opportunities for all age groups and
abilities which reflects Avondale’s growing vibrant community. These recreational opportunities establish
environmental well-being by providing safe, convenient access to the City’s park and recreational
facilities, as well as to its regional open space greenways. These opportunities address the active,
passive, social, and cultural needs of Avondale’s citizens and visitors and are family-oriented, well-
maintained recreational facilities that serve as community and regional nodes. These facilities reinforce
and establish the community’s character, facilitate community involvement, and provide a sense of West
Valley connectivity.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Goal 1: Develop a comprehensive park, recreation facilities, and trails system that provides a
wide range of passive and active recreational opportunities for all ages and abilities.

Objective 1.1: Develop a diversified recreational program that reflects the level and types of
play, activities, and needs the community desires.

Objective 1.2: Conduct attitudinal surveys periodically to ensure that the appropriate park and
recreation facilities and activities are being provided and incorporated into
future planning and development endeavors.

Objective 1.3: Integrate open play turf areas that provide for unprogrammed play and leisure
activities into all park and recreation facilities.

Objective 1.4: Develop active park and recreation facilities that provide recreational
opportunities for specific user groups and new and emerging recreational
trends.

Objective 1.5: Provide indoor and outdoor park and recreation facilities that provide relief from
weather and climatic extremes, thereby promoting year-round play and park
use.

Goal 2: Create a well-maintained, accessible, and contiguous parks, recreation, and trails
system that will provide community and regional connectivity.

Objective 2.1: Establish park and recreation LOS criteria that ensure the location of parks,
recreation facilities, and trails are easily accessible by all citizens.
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Objective 2.2:

Objective 2.3:

Objective 2.4:

Develop and maintain continuous, accessible multi-use path and trail
circulation systems that connect parks, recreation facilities, educational and
economic centers, and community and regional destinations throughout the
city.

Establish open space and multi-use path and trail linkages to adjacent
municipalities, and regional county, state, and federal recreational lands for
convenient access.

Develop well-designed parks and recreation and trail facilities to be as self-
sustaining as possible and easily maintained.

Goal 3: Promote the development of parks, recreational facilities, and trails that encourage and
support community and regional involvement and that serve as destinations.

Objective 3.1:

Objective 3.2:

Objective 3.3:

Objective 3.4:

Objective 3.5:

Provide community gathering areas that facilitate and encourage community
involvement, family-oriented activities, and social well-being.

Develop and integrate areas for festivals, markets, and special events into park
and recreation facilities that serve as community and regional destinations.

Develop the Tres Rios Greenway open space to provide for recreational,
educational, and environmental tourism opportunities.

Develop a parks, recreation facilities, and trails system and recreation
programs and activities that will enhance the City’s economic well-being.

Develop a marketing strategy that promotes the City’'s parks, recreation
facilities, trails, festivals, and special events at the community, state, and
national levels.

Goal 4: Develop safe, secure park and recreation facilities that reflect the character of the
communities they serve.

Objective 4.1:

Objective 4.2:

Objective 4.3:

Objective 4.4:

Build, maintain, and upgrade park and recreation facilities to conform to both
the most current local, state, and national building codes, ordinances, and acts
and the most current industry standards and guidelines.

Establish municipal, private, or volunteer services to monitor and patrol
undesired activities at parks, recreational facilities, and open space areas.

Develop a park, recreation facilities, and trails system that preserves,
enhances, and reflects the culture and character of its communities.

Develop and coordinate architectural and landscape aesthetics and signage to
reflect distinct community identities throughout the city.

Goal 5: Develop land acquisition and funding strategies to provide parks, recreation facilities,
and trails to the citizens of Avondale.

Objective 5.1: Prioritize new park land acquisition and improvements in areas where there
are low levels of service and deficiencies.

Objective 5.2: Explore private, public, and partnering funding strategies for the acquisition of
new parkland and open space, for the development of new recreational and
trail facilities, and for the operations and management of new facilities.

Objective 5.3: Establish local, state, or federal public and quasi-public partnerships to
acquire, dedicate, and conserve parkland and open space.

Objective 5.4: Develop a prioritization process to master plan, design, and construct all new
park and recreation facility improvements equitably throughout the city.
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6.0 PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES NEEDS ASSESSMENT

6.1 Introduction

The purpose of the parks and recreation needs assessment was to identify how the citizens of Avondale
felt about the City’s current level of service for park and recreation facilities and programs, goals for the
City’s Park and Recreation Department, and the various funding mechanisms available for new parks and
recreation facilities and activities they would support. In addition, the needs assessment assisted in the
identification and evaluation of the City’s current and future level of service for community-wide park and
recreation facilities in relation to existing park acreage and types and number of facilities and programs.
The result of the needs assessment evaluations is to develop a community-wide park and recreation
facility development plan that provides the most effective use of the City’s current and future potential
parklands and recreational resources.

An inventory and analysis of the existing and planned parks and recreational facilities, along with the
benchmark survey, needs assessment survey, and the Public Participation Program (PPP) help to
determine the need of park acreage and facilities within the city. These needs are quantified based on the
organization of parks and recreation facilities by type and a review of regional park and recreation
standards determined through similar parks and recreation systems benchmarking.

The future park acreage and recreation facility needs for Avondale were based on a population projection
of 101,539 people. This population projection was provided by the City. These standards provide a
benchmark for further review and comparison with citizens’ needs and desires to determine an
appropriate tailored standard for the City; they are presented in the following sections:

e Park Classifications e Future Park Acreage Needs
e Park Inventory and Analysis e Future Recreation Facility Needs

6.2 Park Classifications

The City’'s General Plan recreation element states that the City will provide parks based on NRPA
standards and identifies neighborhood, district, city-wide, and pocket parks as having a combined service
ratio of 10 acres per 1,000 population. The City’s existing park and recreation facilities currently fall within
the mini (pocket/specialty), neighborhood, and large urban (regional) NRPA park classifications. While
they were typically developed to serve the general active and passive recreational needs of the current
population, the General Plan also states that the City does not meet its projected service area ratios for
parks. As of the initiation of this PRFT, the City has yet to develop any park acreage in the community
park classification.

The organization of all existing and planned park and recreation facility acreages by their size and
function provide the basis for determining the existing and future park facility acreage needs. For the
purpose of this PRFT, the park and recreation facilities type, size, service level, and standard are
identified in Table 6.1, Park Classifications. These classifications were identified through the PRFT
planning process as the appropriate types of parks needed to provide the number and diversity of
recreation facilities and activities the community desires.

This PRFT recommends that the City’s park classifications, standards, and LOS (a total of 10 acres per
1,000 population) be further defined, as identified below, to better serve the diverse active and passive
recreational needs of the population. Following Table 6.1 are descriptions of the PRFT-recommended
park classifications that will provide a diversification of recreational opportunities typically found in mature,
community-wide park and recreation systems.
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Table 6.1. Park Classifications

Facility Type Desirable Service Levgl Park Acres_/lOOO
Size (Acres) Standard (Radius) Population
Mini (Pocket/Specialty) Parks | 1/4 minimum 1/8-1/4 mile 0.00*
Neighborhood Parks 5-10 1/2 mile 1.00
Community Parks 30-80 3 miles 3.50
Regional Parks 80+ 30-minute drive time 2.50
Joint Use Facilities 10-30 Varies 1.00
Public Open Space Varies Varies 2.00

Source: City of Avondale; Logan Simpson Design, Inc.
* Not considered part of the required standards

Mini Parks

Mini parks are generally a minimum of 0.25 acre in size and serve a specific small area or neighborhood
within a 0.25-mile service radius. Mini parks usually have a specialized single function, such as for tots or
senior citizens, or serve for general respite within medium- to high-density urban areas. They can provide
meeting locations, landmarks, lunching locations, and way-finding features within an urban core and are
located in a variety of areas within commercial and urban residential areas.

Neighborhood Parks

Neighborhood parks generally range in size from 5 to 10 acres and may serve one or more
neighborhoods within a 0.5-mile service radius. Typically neighborhood parks function as neighborhood
gathering places, where activities range from leisure activities such as picnics, family gatherings, and
strolling to more intensive activities such as pickup or organized court and field games, jogging, and
exercising. Neighborhood parks have the ability to define neighborhood boundaries and help to build
distinct neighborhood character. Because they serve local neighborhoods, access to the park should be
obtainable through the community path and trail system, and for this reason, parking is generally not
provided.

Community Parks

Community parks generally range in size from 40 to 80 acres and serve several neighborhoods within a
3-mile service radius. Typically community parks provide a wide range of passive and active recreational
opportunities for one or more groups of users and function as community gathering places. They typically
include multiple lighted sports courts and sports fields for organized recreational activities such as
softball, little league, or soccer tournaments and have the same amenities as neighborhood parks.
Community parks may also provide areas for more specialized uses and amenities such as community
centers, recreation centers, pools and aquatic centers, skate parks, restrooms, concessions, and group
picnic facilities for 100-200 people.

Due to their potential for drawing high volumes of users for organized activities and special events,
community parks are well suited for locations within commercial and industrial areas where traffic
volumes and sports field lighting do not conflict with residential development. Additionally, community
parks should be connected to the community and/or regional path and trail systems and should provide
enough parking to accommodate their anticipated programmed activities and special events. Parking
requirements for this type of park may range from 200 to 600 spaces depending on the composition of
uses on site.

Regional Parks

Regional parks are typically 80 acres or more, can be reached within a 30-minute drive time, may contain
a wide variety of recreational activities, and attract many types of users from a large geographic area.
Regional parks may have a passive and/or active focus and include 3-5 sports field fourplexes oriented
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toward regional tournament play, an irrigation lake, large group picnic facilities for 200—400 people,
specialty-user group facilities (for example, skate parks, BMX parks, disc golf courses, go-kart tracks),
indoor aquatic facilities, and multi-use recreational centers that may range in size from 60,000 to 100,000
square feet.

Regional parks may also include other City facilities such as public safety facilities and fire stations.
Parking requirements for this type of park may range from 1,000 to 2,000 spaces depending on the
composition of uses on site. It may have all or some of the amenities of a neighborhood and community
park, while maintaining the majority of its acreage as undeveloped open space, and may include
greenways and riparian corridors, recreational lakes, multi-use path and trail corridors, trailhead staging
areas, or protected areas for cultural, historic, or archaeological resources.

Each of the park classifications mentioned above (that is, mini, neighborhood, community, regional) may
be developed as one of the following park classifications based on the City’'s recreational needs and
demands at the time of site-specific master planning and development.

Special Use Parks

Special use parks generally include designated single-use facilities such as aquatic centers, sports
complexes, skate parks, dog parks, equestrian staging areas, golf courses, amphitheaters, cultural or
social sites, and nature centers or preserves. They vary in size and service radius depending on use.
Special use parks enhance the overall park system by providing unique opportunities that help to balance
a diverse range of community desires.

Joint Use Facilities

Joint use facilities are typically a result of two entities combining their resources to address a greater
need than they can address with their separate resources. They vary in size and service radius
depending on use. Cities may develop joint use facilities for active and passive recreational activities such
as sports fields, gymnasiums, meeting/classrooms, and open space areas. Partners may include school
districts, state and federal agencies, and private entities. Joint use facilities include those facilities that
have been developed by a public or quasi-public entity that are also available to the public on a full- or
part-time basis to fulfill park and recreation facility needs.

6.3 Park Inventory and Analysis

The inventory and analysis of the City’s existing and planned park and recreation facilities, as described
in Section 3.0, Existing Park and Recreation Facilities Evaluations, were evaluated according to the City’'s
current park classification system and include facilities in the mini (pocket/specialty), neighborhood, and
regional park, and public open space classifications listed in Table 6.1, Park Classifications. There are a
total of two pocket/specialty parks, eight neighborhood parks, two regional parks, and 72 acres of public
open space included in this analysis of City facility needs. This includes one planned 10-acre
neighborhood park (Pendergast Park), the planned Phase Il of Festival Fields, and Crystal Gardens (an
open space park). The total acreage of the City’s existing parkland (excluding Crystal Gardens) is
approximately 208 acres. These City facilities and acreages are included in this analysis of needs for new
park and recreation facilities.

Existing Pocket/Specialty Parks

There are two City-owned pocket/specialty parks within Avondale. These parks are approximately
0.25 acre in size and are characterized by a service area of a 0.25-mile radius. They are located in the
mature northwestern portion of the city along Buckeye Road. Typically, this classification of park being
developed today is being built by private developers and maintained by HOAs. The City has determined
that they will not develop any pocket/specialty parks in the future since the public demand for them is
nonexistent. This type of park may continue to be provided by developers as part of their open space
requirements as approved by the City.

Existing Neighborhood Parks

Five of the eight existing neighborhood parks are located in the northwestern quadrant of the city, west of
the Agua Fria River between Van Buren Street and Lower Buckeye Road. Two additional parks are
located east of the Agua Fria River just south of Buckeye and Lower Buckeye Roads. A new park
(Pendergast Park) is planned to be located north of McDowell Road, east of Avondale Boulevard, and will
be a joint use park in coordination with an existing elementary school. There are no existing
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neighborhood parks located north of Thomas Road or south of Elwood Street. These neighborhood parks
range in size from approximately 1.5 to 12 acres and are characterized by a service area of a 0.5-mile
radius.

The City has determined that they will be limiting their development of new neighborhood parks in the
future since these types of amenities are largely being provided by private developers and being
maintained by HOAs. It is expected that this park classification and standard will continue to be provided
by developers as part of their park and open space requirements as approved by the City.

Existing Regional Parks

Two existing regional parks (Friendship Park and Festival Fields) are currently located within Avondale,
along the Agua Fria River corridor, and are characterized by a 3-mile-radius service area. Friendship Park
is approximately 80 acres in size and located just south of McDowell Road. Festival Fields (Phases | and
II) is approximately 78 acres in size and located just south of Lower Buckeye Road. These two parks
provide community-type facilities to the majority of citizens within the study area; however, there are
isolated areas along the City’s southern and eastern boundaries that are outside these service areas.

In addition, adjacent to the City’s southwestern boundary is Estrella Mountain Regional Park that is
owned and operated by Maricopa County. Estrella Mountain Regional Park serves many diverse user
groups, including active and passive recreation activities, and serves as a regional destination point for a
much larger service area within the county. Estrella Mountain Regional Park encompasses approximately
19,840 acres with a majority of the land being passive open space and can be accessed by arterial roads
within the Avondale. Typical municipal regional parks generally range in size of 80-plus acres with a
service area radius of a 30-minute drive time.

One of the recreational trends that has occurred in the last 20 years, and continues to develop, is the
need for larger community park sites. Parks that range in size from 20 to 40 acres and were developed 15
to 20 years ago are found to be too small to support the wide spectrum of user groups today. For these
reasons, it is a recommendation of this PRFT that Friendship Park and Festival Fields be reclassified as
community parks and that new regional parks be developed to provide a minimum of 50 percent
undeveloped or unprogrammed open space.

Existing Public Open Space

The City currently does not own any public open space areas that are not associated with municipal
building complexes including the Crystal Gardens open space areas integrated within the residential
development. However, the City does maintain the unpaved trail system located within the Crystal
Gardens open space. It is a recommendation of this PRFT that Crystal Gardens be reclassified as private
open space rather than a neighborhood park due to its jurisdictional ownership, size (72 acres), its
function (passive, walking trails and lakes), and its lack of typical neighborhood park amenities (for
example, play areas, picnic areas, sports courts).

6.4 Future Park Acreage Needs

A benchmark survey was administered on behalf of the City of Avondale to assist in a comparative
analysis of the City’s existing parks and recreation facilities to those of other similar communities across
the United States that represent different levels of existing populations. In consultation with City staff, ten
potential cities that have received awards for having good park and recreation systems from the NRPA
were selected and contacted to participate in the benchmark survey. A letter explaining the survey and its
purpose was sent with a six-page benchmarking survey to each of the cities. After mailing the surveys,
each city was contacted via telephone to verify that they had received the survey and to encourage their
participation in the study. The following five cities responded with completed survey information. A copy of
the Benchmark Survey Report is located in Appendix C.

e Bloomington, Indiana e Grand Prairie, Texas
e Canton, Michigan e Santa Clarita, California
e Chandler, Arizona

The cities that participated in the survey ranged in size from Bloomington, Indiana, with a population of
69,229 to Chandler, Arizona, with a population of 251,297. The average population of all the
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benchmarked cities in January 2009 was estimated at 147,776. In comparison, Avondale’s population, as
of September 2008 when the benchmark survey was conducted, was estimated at 75,000.

To better compare the parks and recreation facilities of cities with considerably different populations,
responses were calculated per 1,000 persons (by dividing each City’s responses by its population per
1,000 people). For example, the total number of little league fields the City of Grand Prairie has (14) was
divided by 156.1, and the total number of little league fields Bloomington has (8) was divided by 69.2.
Equalizing the responses in this way provides a clearer analysis for comparing the information on a per
capita basis. The benchmark survey identified existing City-owned facilities irrespective of each City’s
future desired conditions identified within their individual parks and recreation master plans. Therefore,
the survey only indicates their existing park and recreation service levels, not their desired parks and
recreation standards.

The future needs identified in Table 6.2, Park Acreage Needs (for a projected population of 101,539)
include the desired acreages and service levels for each of the park classifications identified by the City.
The desirable size and service radius of park facilities for this PRFT is based on regional benchmarking
standards, the desire of the City to be on the leading edge of recreational trends and environmental
tourism, and the intended functional use of each specific park facility type. Therefore, the desirable size of
community parks is 40-80 acres, and regional parks is 100-plus acres. The desirable size of joint use
facilities is 10—30 acres, and the size of special use parks varies depending on their specific function and
use.

By reclassifying Friendship Park and Festival Fields as community parks, the City now has a total of
158.0 acres of existing community parks. Multiplying the average benchmark number of community park
acres (2.7 acres per 1,000) by the population per 1,000 for a projected population of 101,539 yields a
total of approximately 274 acres of community parks required to meet the benchmark needs of the
projected population. However, based on the public, stakeholder, and City staff input, the City’s desired
standard for community parks should be 3.5 acres per 1,000 population in order to meet the needs of the
community’s vision, goals, and objectives. Subtracting the total existing park acres from the total acreage
required to meet the projected population’s desired needs (approximately 355 acres) yields an acreage
deficiency of 197.25 acres of community parks. The total number of new parks required to meet the
projected population needs is typically established by dividing the park acreage deficiencies by the
desirable park size. However, since the City has established two community parks at 80-plus acres, and a
service radius of 3 miles, this PRFT recommends that the total number of new community parks be
approximately 2 to 4 parks. These parks may vary in size depending on land availability but should be
located in a manner that minimizes service area overlaps with the existing community parks where
possible. (see Table 6.2, Park Acreage Needs).

The same methodology was applied to the other park classifications to determine the current deficiencies
and number of new parks needed for each classification to meet the projected population (101,539)
needs. See Table 6.2 for the total number of parkland acres required for the projected population.

Table 6.2. Park Acreage Needs

Population Projected for 2020: 101,539 o L} gage
I Desi Total Ni
Average Bench Avon‘da € Avondale . ’ - eaived Fark Park Acreage il INmEer
Mark # of Desired Existin Desired | Service Level | Total Existing| Acreage Deficisncy {or of New Parks
Facility Type Standard 9 Size Standard Park Acres | Required to v Required to
Acres (1000 Acres/1,000 < the 2020
- Acres/1,000 . (Acres) (Radius) (2008) Meet 2020 meet 2020
Population N Population Needs s

Population Needs Needs
Neighborhood Parks 0.78 1.00 0.67 5-10 172 mile 50.00 101.50 51.50 4-6
Community Parks 2.70 3.50 0.00 40-80 3 miles 158.00 355.25 197.25 2-4
Regional Parks 078 250 2.11 1004 [ 12hourdnve 0.00 253.75 253.75 12
Joint Use Parks 1.38 1.00 0.00 10-30 Varies 0.00 101.50 101.50 4-6
Recreational Lakes 6.07 0.00 0.00 112 | V2 hour dive 0.00 0.00 0.00 0
Public Open Space 4.82 2.00 0.96 127 1/2 mile 72.00 203.00 131.00 1
* Anticipated population projection for 2020 provided by City in September 2008
** Benchmark Average Size for item shown
*** Actual number depends on size of individual parks or areas developed
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6.5 Future Recreation Facility Needs

The future recreation facility needs for the City of Avondale are based on tailored standards developed
from the regionally benchmarked communities and input from the public, stakeholders, and City staff as to
where the City would like to either meet or exceed the benchmark averages of the number of facilities per
1,000 population. The existing number of City recreation facilities and the proposed number of facilities
needed for the projected population of 101,539 are identified in Table 6.3, Recreation Facility Needs. The
methodology for determining each recreation facility need and deficiency is the same method described in
Section 6.4, Future Park Acreage Needs.

Table 6.3 illustrates the type and number of recreation facilities that need to be developed to meet the
projected population needs based on the City’s desired standard. At which time the City reaches the
projected population of 101,539, it will need to provide new facilities in all outdoor facility categories
except BMX and disc golf courses, multi-purpose turf fields, and softball fields. The City will have an
excess of 7 multi-purpose fields for the projected population, which will assist in meeting the soccer field
deficiency of 15 (thereby needing only a total of 8 new soccer fields).

For the projected population trail facility needs, the City will need to add approximately 12 miles of trails in
both the paved multi-use paths and unpaved multi-use trails categories for a total of approximately 24
miles of paths and trails.

For the projected population indoor facility needs, the City will need to add indoor facilities in all
categories except community centers, with an indoor gymnasium or recreation center being the greatest
need in order to provide indoor racquetball and basketball courts, as well as the types of programs
identified in Section 6.6, Future Recreation Program Needs.

6.6 Future Recreation Program Needs

The future recreation program needs for the City of Avondale are based on tailored standards developed
from the regionally benchmarked communities and input from the public, stakeholders, and City staff as to
where the City would like to either meet or exceed the benchmark averages of the number of programs
per 1,000 population. The existing number of City recreation programs and the proposed number of
programs needed for the projected population of 101,539 are identified in Table 6.4, Recreation Program
Needs. The methodology for determining each recreation program need and deficiency is the same
method described in Section 6.4, Future Park Acreage Needs.

Table 6.4 illustrates what programs, and how many, need to be developed for the projected population
recreation program needs based on the City’s desired standard. At which time the City reaches the
projected population of 101,539, it will need to provide new programs in all categories except library
programs/events and youth football programs.

For the projected population recreation program needs, the greatest need will be for those programs
requiring an indoor facility (that is, senior activities, special-interest classes, youth classes, and youth
dance/cultural programs). The greatest sport program need is for a facility that can provide swim lessons
and tennis programs/leagues.
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Table 6.3. Recreation Facility Needs

Type of Facilities Number of Facilities

Average Benchmark Av?ndaie Avvo>ndale . Avondale Total # of Totﬂl#. °f Naw Total # of jlota) # ?'!’Now
. Desired # of Existing # of Service Areas L i Facilities — Facilities
# of Facilties/1000 R RS : Existing # of Facilities to E Facilities to X
Population Facnlntuasl?,oou Fac:lmes.'?,noo (Radius) Facilities 2008 | Meet 2008 Need Required to Meet Meet 2020 Need Required to Meet
Population Population 2008 Need 2020 Need
Outdoor Facilities
Outdoor amphitheater/large event area 0.01 0.03 0.03 30 Minute Drive 2 2 0 3 1
Baseball fields (little league) 0.04 0.07 0.05 3 Mile 4 5 1 7 3
|Baseball fields (full size) 0.02 0.02 0.00 3 Mile 0 2 2 2 >
Basketball courts 0.11 0.22 0.12 112 Mile 9 17 8 22 13
BMX 0.00 0.00 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 0 Q0 0 0
Disc golf courses 0.01 0.00 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 0 0 0 0
Football fields 0.01 0.03 0.01 3 Mile 1 72 1 3 2
Fishing pier / viewing platforms 0.01 0.20 0.23 30 Minute Drive 17 15 (2) 20 3
Horseshoe courts 0.02 0.03 0.03 3 Mile 2 2 0 3 1
Multi-purpose turf fields 0.04 0.04 0.15 112 Mile 11 3 (8) 4 (7)
Off-leash dog parks 0.01 0.03 0.01 3 Mile 1 2 1 & 2
Outdoor swimming pools 0.03 0.02 0.00 3 Mile 0 2 2 2 2
Park shelters / picnic areas 0.56 0.56 0.13 112 Mile 10 42 32 57 47
Playgrounds 0.19 0.20 0.09 172 Mile 7 15 8 20 13
[Public golf course 0.01 0.01 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 1 1 1 1
|Skateboard and / or inline parks 0.01 0.01 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 1 1 1 1
Soccer fields 0.13 0.15 0.00 3 Mile 0 11 11 15 15
Softball fields 0.05 0.05 0.07 3 Mile 5 4 (1) 5 0
Tennis courts 0.10 0.08 0.03 3 Mile 2 6 4 8 6
Sand volleyball courts 0.05 0.05 0.01 3 Mile 1 4 3 5 4
Boating / canoeing / kayaking 0.00 0.01 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 1 1 1 1
Water / splash pads 0.01 0.03 0.00 3 Mile 0 2 2 3 3
Golf course / driving range 0.00 0.01 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 1 1 1 1
Total # of Outdoor Facilities/1,000 Pop. 1.42 1.86 0.96
Type of Facilities Number of Facilities
Average Benchmark Av.o ndale A'vo'ndale : Avondale Total # of Totaltf of g Total # of Total # °f Naw
s Desired # of Existing # of Service Areas S e Facilities S Facilities
# of Facilties/1000 A g & Existing # of Facilities to < Facilities to s
Population FaCIlltlesl1.000 Facllltlesf‘?,DDD (Radius) Facilities 2008 | Meet 2008 Need Required to Meet Meet 2020 Need Required to Meet
Population Population 2008 Need 2020 Need
Indoor Facilities
Community centers 0.008 0.01 0.01 3 Mile 1 1 Q 1 1]
Gymnasiums 0.009 0.01 0.00 3 Mile 0 1 1 1 1
Performing arts centers 0.004 0.01 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 1 1 1 1
Pools / aquatic 0.009 0.01 0.00 3 Mile 0 1 1 1 1
Racquetball courts 0.004 0.04 0.00 3 Mile 0 3 3 4 4
Recreation centers 0.007 0.01 0.00 3 Mile 0 1 1 1 1
|Basketball Courts 0.003 0.04 0.00 172 Mile 0 3 3 4 4
Total # of Indoor Facilities/1,000 Pop. 0.04 0.0 0.01

Anticipated population projection for 2008 provided by the City in September 2008: 75,000

Anticipated population projection for 2020 provided by the City in September 2008: 101,539

Numbers indicated in red or parentheses are negative values which mean the City exceeds the desired standard in those categories.
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Table 6.3. Recreation Facility Needs (continued)

Type of Facilities Number of Facilities

Table 6.4. Recreation Program Needs

Type of Programs Number of Programs

Avondale Avondale " Total # of New . Total # of New
A"’;rage Benchmark Desired # of Existing # of Service Areas Avondzle Total # of Miles | wpo ¢ Required | Tot1# of Miles | ¢ Required
of Miles/1000 . [ . Existing # of to Meet 2008 to Meet 2020
Population Facilities/1,000 Facilities/1,000 (Radius) Mmlas 2008 Naad to Meet 2008 pid to Meet 2020
Population Population Need Need
Trail Facilities
M EE 0.051 0.00 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 00 00 00 00
(mountain bikes)
Fitness Courses 0.006 0.00 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Multi-Use Paths (paved surface) 0.046 0.12 0.00 1/4 Mile 0 9.0 9.0 12.2 12.2
Multi-Use Trails (unpaved) 0.020 0.12 0.00 3 Mile 0 9.0 9.0 12.2 12.2
Nature Center / Interpretive Trails 0.020 0.00 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
On-Street Bikeways / Bikelanes 0.041 0.00 0.00 1/4 Mile 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Total # of Trail Miles/1,000 Pop. 0.18 0.24 0.00

Average Benchmark Avendls Aveyng . Avondale Total # of Total§ ot Nay Total # of Tl ot How
# of Programs/1000 basited & ot Existing ¥ of Satvice Arkas Existing # of Programs to Ereaams Programs to Efogstns
Population FOIWEN0 | FeowTm A0 (rawline) Programs 2008 | Meet 2008 Need [Roduired to Meet . 5020 Need |ReAUIred to Meet
Population Population 2008 Need 2020 Need
Adaptive recreation programs 0.07 0.07 0.00 3 Mile 0 5 5 7 7
Adult sports leagues 0.15 0.15 0.05 3 Mile 4 11 7 15 11
Adult dance programs 0.30 0.19 0.18 3 Mile 14 14 0 19 5
Adult classes (gen. education) 0.68 0.40 0.40 3 Mile 30 30 0 41 1
[Eiefore & after school programs 0.04 0.04 0.01 3 Mile 1 3 2, 4 3
Summer camps B 0.14 0.04 0.01 3 Mile 1 3 2 4 3
Environmental / eco-tourism programs 0.10 0.10 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 8 8 10 10
Fitness classes / programs 0.82 0.28 0.28 3 Mile 21 21 0 28 7
Golf programs / leagues 0.06 0.08 0.03 3 Mile 2 5 3 6 4
Library programs / events 0.04 0.04 0.33 3 Mile 25 3 (22) 4 (21)
Outdoor recreation programs 0.05 0.10 0.00 30 Minute Drive 0 8 8 10 10
Senior activities 1.68 0.79 0.48 3 Mile 36 59 23 80 44
Special events 0.26 0.26 0.13 3 Mile 10 20 10 26 16
Special interest classes 0.95 0.95 0.56 3 Mile 42 71 29 96 54
Swim lessons 277 0.20 0.00 3 Mile 0 15 15 20 20
Swim team / dive team 0.03 0.04 0.00 3 Mile 0 3 3 4 4
Teen activities 0.30 0.30 0.19 3 Mile 14 23 9 30 16
Tennis programs / leagues 0.33 0.32 0.03 3 Mile 2 24 22 32 30
Youth baseball leagues 0.04 0.04 0.03 3 Mile 2 3 1 4 2
Youth classes (gen. education) 0.44 0.44 0.25 3 Mile 19 33 14 45 26
Youth dance / cultural programs 0.32 0.32 0.08 3 Mile [ 24 17 32 25
Youth football programs 0.02 0.02 0.03 3 Mile 2 2 (1) 2 0
Youth soccer programs / leagues 0.14 0.14 0.03 3 Mile 2 11 9 14 12
Youth softball programs / leagues 0.05 0.05 0.01 3 Mile 1 4 3 5 4
Total # of Programs/1,000 Pop. 9.76 5.34 3.15
Anticipated population projection for 2008 provided by the City in September 2008: 75,000 pated population proj for 2020 provided by the City in September 2008: 101,539

Numbers indicated in red or parentheses are negative values which mean the City exceeds the desired standard in those categories.
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7.0 PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

7.1 Introduction

The parks and recreation facilities development program provides the City of Avondale and its citizens
with a planning guide to assist in developing the City’s future parks, recreation facilities, and trails system.
It provides a foundation for determining the City’s direction for implementation of the recreational
opportunities desired by the community and identifies the anticipated park and recreation facility needs for
the projected population growth of 101,539 people. The amount, type, and general location of proposed
new park facilities are identified in this PRFT so that the City and other affected stakeholders (for
example, school districts, Maricopa County, ASLD, AGFD, BLM, Bureau of Reclamation) can work
together to achieve the City’s vision for its overall parks, recreation facilities, and trails system and the
quality of life it provides for its citizens and visitors.

This facilities development program is based on the research and analysis identified in Section 2,
Inventory and Analysis; the results of the needs assessment and benchmark surveys; the input received
from the public and stakeholder advisory group participants as described in Section 4.0, Public
Participation Program; and the input received from City Council and staff.

7.2 Park Acreage Development Program

The basis for determining the park acreage development for new park facilities is described in Section
6.0, Park and Recreation Facilities Needs Assessment. Utilizing the desirable park size and the projected
population’s required acreages for each park classification; the recommended development of these
facilities is indicated in Table 6.2, Park Acreage Needs.

The additional park acreages required for the City’s projected population is based on the amount of
existing 2008 park acreage. Regional benchmarking and public and stakeholder input of City recreation
facilities indicates that the desirable park size is 40—-80 acres for community park facilities. The City has
done well in providing community-level play facilities within its two existing regional park facilities,
Friendship Park and Festival Fields, which have been reclassified as community parks in this PRFT. The
current size of each park is approximately 80 acres, which is more consistent with the desired acreage
requirement of a large community park. Public input has identified that the existing parks function well for
active sporting events but they do not have enough parking area, or provide any unprogrammed open
space for informal use and enjoyment. Recent trends in park and recreation development, and the input
from the public, stakeholders, and city staff indicate a desire for larger community park facilities that
accommodate the types and numbers of recreation facilities needed to meet the vision, goals, and
objectives of the community.

In addition, there is a desire to provide water-based activities along the Gila River corridor for active use,
as well as for environmental tourism opportunities. These opportunities are consistent with the Tres Rios
Plan, and it is a recommendation of this PRFT to develop regional park facilities in conjunction with the
Gila and Agua Fria River corridors to provide a regional destination amenity to the City.

The geographic size and shape of Avondale, and the location of its existing park facilities, allows the City
to provide equitable park access for its citizens. Integrating neighborhood park facilities within new
development areas will provide the local passive and active recreational opportunities required within a
single facility that is not disruptive to traditional neighborhood activities. Neighborhood park facilities will
continue to provide areas for family activities and gathering places, as well as moderate recreation such
as basketball, sand volleyball, playgrounds, and picnic facilities. However, future lighted sports fields and
indoor facilities should be located in either existing or proposed community parks or proposed regional
parks to minimize noise, lighting, and traffic conflicts with adjacent residences.

As the City continues to develop community parks similar to Friendship Park, it will provide for the
community-level of play and events while providing convenient access to needed recreational
opportunities with a close-to-home feel. Developing larger, regional parks with large amounts of open
space and trail corridors will provide greater active, passive, and educational opportunities for all
Avondale citizens and visitors. Both the community and regional park acreage will provide areas for
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addressing growing community needs for organized special events such as tournament-play sports
leagues, emerging recreational trends, social and cultural venues, environmental tourism, and local
economic development.

All these factors have provided the basis for the recommended number of new park facilities by the
projected population as shown in Figure 6, Parks, Recreation Facilities & Trails Master Plan. The
approach to siting new park facilities was to first determine the existing developed areas that are currently
underserved by park facilities and then to identify potential land availability for integrating new facilities
into these previously developed areas. Based on the location of the existing Friendship Park and Festival
Fields (reclassified as community parks) along the Agua Fria River, the additional community parks
should be located north of Thomas Road and south of Broadway Road, east of El Mirage Road, to
compensate for projected development patterns, and to provide an equitable LOS that ensures
community-wide access to community park facilities.

Additional active recreation facilities should be integrated within the regional park/open space along the
Gila and Agua Fria River corridors to augment the community park facilities and provide an equitable
distribution of community recreational facilities throughout the city. This would ensure an efficient use of
public monies; more convenient park access; and greater user satisfaction with the overall parks,
recreation, and trails system. It would also promote a healthy active lifestyle. The overall service level
desired for park facilities was identified through the benchmark survey analysis and resulted in the LOS
standard for new park facility service radii identified in Table 6.2. Additional siting considerations and
rationale for determining new locations of park and recreation facilities are listed below.

Compatibility of existing and planned adjacent land uses — neighborhood parks should be located
within 0.5 mile of the residences they serve. Community parks shall be located within commercial,
industrial, or agricultural areas to minimize conflicts of noise, lighting, and traffic levels to residential
areas. Regional parks and open space shall be located in such a manner as to protect and conserve the
City’s natural and cultural resources.

Coordination of new proposed service areas — overlapping of new service areas with existing and
planned parks, recreation, and trail facilities shall be minimized to maximize the City’s recreational
resources.

Identification of major physical barriers — some overlapping of service areas may be required to
address limited access created by physical manmade or natural barriers (that is Interstate-10, Southern
Pacific Railroad, canals and waterways, Agua Fria and Gila Rivers, and major roadways).

Identification of natural resources as constraints or opportunities — sloped terrain may lend
opportunities for spectator viewing; floodplains may lend opportunities for facilities with a large footprint
that can manage occasional flooding (for example, sports fields/courts).

Identification of potential partnerships and shared uses — to minimize duplications in facilities,
expenditures, and manpower (for example, BLM, AGFD, and school districts).

Coordination of shared rights-of-way and easements — existing and planned major arterial roadways,
utilities, and/or drainage easements may provide opportunities for incorporating recreational trail facilities
with adequate buffer zones.

Identification of environmentally appropriate locations — facilities should be located to minimize
disturbance of the natural environment (that is, locating community parks in areas with 50 to 100 acres of
contiguous land and slopes that are less than 5 percent).

Evaluation of land ownership — for projecting potential future land uses, as well as any potential
conflicts or compatibilities with proposed park, recreational facilities, and trail corridor locations, and for
identifying land acquisition opportunities.

The specific parks, recreation facilities, and trails development program and siting for specific
development will be determined by the City as the need and demand occurs based on the standards and
guidelines presented within this PRFT. These standards and guidelines have been specifically tailored to
meet the park and recreation needs and service levels of Avondale’s citizens. Figure 6, Parks, Recreation
Facilities & Trails Master Plan identifies existing, planned, and proposed park facilities and their general
service areas. This PRFT includes a total of two existing pocket/specialty parks, seven existing

City of Avondale Parks, Recreation Facilities & Trails Master Plan September 2009
Logan Simpson Design Inc. Page 37



neighborhood parks, one planned neighborhood park, five proposed neighborhood parks, two existing
community parks, two proposed community parks, one proposed regional parks, and the planned Tres
Rios Greenway open space and trails along the Agua Fria and Gila River corridors.
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7.3 Recreation Facility Development Program

The recreation facility development program offers a strategy for addressing the anticipated recreational
needs of the City by the projected population of 101,539. Based on the City’s tailored recreation facility
standards, new park siting considerations, and the projected population growth of Avondale, an overall
recreation facility program has been developed to assist in implementing the PRFT. The following is a
description of the types of facilities and desired criteria for implementing future development of
recreational facilities that will serve the city’s projected population.

Access

Providing safe and convenient multi-modal access and support amenities serves to encourage the use of
alternative modes of transportation, thereby reducing vehicular traffic and congestion. To minimize
parking in adjacent neighborhoods and to reduce vehicular/pedestrian conflicts, sufficient on- and off-
street parking for the facility type should be maintained. Providing linkages to existing facilities through
the City’s nonmotorized trail system will serve to connect existing park and recreation facilities with new
park and recreation facilities. It is recommended that all existing and new park facilities be accessible
through the City’s nonmotorized trails system or public transit system.

Playground Facilities

Available safe, secure, and accessible play areas for children of all ages and abilities is currently
regulated by several entities for the health, safety, and welfare of the public. Evaluating and
upgrading existing active-play facilities according to the CPSC's current Handbook for Public
Playground Safety and the U.S. Access Board’s Summary of Accessibility Guidelines for Play Areas
would ensure the safety and usability of these facilities for the current population. For the purpose of this
PRFT, a playground shall consist of both a play area (for children ages 6-12 years old) and a tot lot
(for children ages 2-5 years old).

The City standard for the minimum number of new playground facilities needed by the projected
population is approximately 13. It is recommended that 1 new playground facility be placed in each of the
proposed neighborhood, community, regional, and joint use parks for convenient access from the service
area each facility serves. Providing separate active-play areas appropriate for different age levels (2-5
years old and 6-12 years old) will provide varying degrees of challenge; these should be developed for
each new park facility and in existing park facilities, where appropriate. Existing playground structures
should be evaluated by the playground manufacturer who installed the equipment. If existing equipment
does not meet current safety codes and accessibility guidelines, updates shall be made to the existing
structures. Existing playground surfacing that does not meet current accessibility guidelines shall be
removed in its entirety and replaced with an approved ADA-accessible material.

Sports Fields

Sports fields are typically utilized for organized play requiring a team of people, and they are generally
associated with and located within community, regional, or joint use park facilities. Sports field activities
are most compatible with adjacent commercial, office, industrial, and open space land uses due to traffic
volumes and high lighting levels. Based on the total number of sports field facilities needed for the
projected population identified in Table 6.3, Recreation Facility Needs (for the projected population of
101,539), the recommended development criteria for each type of sports field facility is summarized
below.

Baseball/Little League

The City desired standard for the minimum number of new baseball/little league fields needed by the
projected population is approximately five new fields. It is recommended that all baseball/little league
fields be lighted and include turf infields, spectator seating, restroom/concession facilities, and sufficient
parking to serve the anticipated activities and special events of the park users.

Football Fields

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new football fields needed by the projected
population is approximately two fields. These fields may be addressed by the excess of multi-purpose
fields, thereby eliminating the need for developing new fields for the projected population. It is
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recommended that the two football fields be lighted and include sufficient buffer zones between fields for
team and spectator seating, restroom/concession facilities, and sufficient parking to serve the anticipated
types of activities and special events the park users will desire.

Multi-Purpose Fields

The City currently has eleven multi-purpose fields and exceeds the desired standard for the minimum
number of multi-purpose fields needed for the projected population by seven fields. These fields may be
utilized for a variety of sports programs such as soccer, rugby, Pop Warner football, field hockey, and
softball, and assist in addressing their needs. Multi-purpose fields generally require restroom/concession
facilities and sufficient parking to serve the anticipated humber of park users and spectators.

Soccer Fields

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new soccer fields needed by the projected
population is approximately 15 fields. Seven of these fields may be addressed by the excess of multi-
purpose fields; therefore only 8 additional new fields will be needed for the projected population. It is
recommended that all soccer fields be lighted and include sufficient buffer zones between fields for team
and spectator seating, restroom/concession facilities, and sufficient parking to serve the anticipated types
of activities and special events the park users will desire.

Softball Fields

The City currently meets the desired standard for the minimum number of softball fields needed for the
projected population. No new fields will need to be developed to meet the projected population needs. If it
is determined at a later date that new softball fields need to be developed, it is recommended that all
softball fields be lighted and include skinned infields, spectator seating, restroom/concession facilities,
and sufficient parking to serve the anticipated activities and special events of the park users.

Sports Courts

Sports courts may be utilized for individual, pickup, or organized play and may be located within
neighborhood, community, regional, or joint use park facilities. Sports court activities are compatible with
most types of adjacent land uses since they typically do not generate large volumes of noise or traffic.
However, it is recommended that lighted courts be located in the interior of a park or adjacent to a street
to minimize light glare in residential areas. Based on the total number of sports court facilities needed for
the projected population identified in Table 6.3, Recreation Facility Needs (for the projected population of
101,539), the recommended development criteria for each type of sports court facility is summarized
below.

Basketball Courts

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new basketball courts needed by the projected
population is approximately 13 courts. The City has done well in providing basketball courts to date, and it
is recommended that each neighborhood park provide one lighted court and that each community park
provide two lighted courts. Additional amenities should also include courtside seating, nearby shade,
restroom/concession facilities, and sufficient parking to serve the anticipated activities of the park users.

Tennis Courts

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new tennis courts needed by the projected
population is approximately six courts. It is recommended that each community park include at least two
lighted tennis courts. Additional amenities should also include courtside seating, nearby shade,
restroom/concession facilities, and sufficient parking to serve the anticipated activities and special events
of the park users.

Volleyball Courts

The City does not have a desired standard for the minimum number of indoor volleyball courts needed by
the projected population since the need identified is for sand volleyball courts. The minimum number of
new sand volleyball courts needed by the projected population is approximately four courts. It is
recommended that these four courts be provided at one of the community or regional parks to allow for
tournament play or special events. New indoor volleyball courts will be provided within new community
centers that have gymnasiums or within new recreation centers.
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It is recommended that new sand volleyball courts be lighted within all community parks to increase the
length of usage and users’ comfort. Additional amenities should include courtside seating, nearby shade,
restroom/concession facilities, and sufficient parking to serve the anticipated activities and special events
of the park users.

Outdoor Recreation

Because of the southwestern climate and culture that Avondale citizens enjoy, outdoor recreation is the
main focus for most new recreation facilities located within community and regional park settings. In
addition to play areas, sports fields, and sports courts, successful park development includes outdoor
recreation facilities that support year-round activities. These activities may include, but are not limited to,
disc golf, picnicking, outdoor events and concerts, golfing, skateboarding, and biking. All these facilities
could be located within neighborhood, community, or regional park facilities at varying levels that are
compatible with the other user groups within the park and with adjacent land uses. Based on the total
number of outdoor recreation facilities needed for the projected population identified in Table 6.3,
Recreation Facility Needs (for the projected population of 101,539), the recommended development
criteria for each type of outdoor recreation facility is summarized below.

Outdoor Swimming Pools and Water/Splash Pads

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new public outdoor pool facilities needed by the
projected population is approximately two outdoor swimming pools and three new water/splash pads.
Outdoor public swimming pool and water/splash pad facilities are best located within community and
regional parks due to the large volume of traffic and parking they can generate. They can be located in
coordination with community centers and recreation centers to provide shared usage of locker/changing
rooms, showers, and restroom/concession facilities.

While the City is in need of more outdoor pool facilities, the recreational trend in the past 10 years for
these types of facilities has been one of providing a much broader spectrum of water-based opportunities
for all ages in the form of full-service aquatic centers. Outdoor aquatic centers may include water-play
amenities, such as dedicated lap pools, leisure pools with zero depth entry, spray pads (zero depth play),
water slides, play structures, and current channels, and multi-use amenities, such as deck space and
medium-depth pools for classes and exercises.

Amphitheaters/Large Event Areas

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new amphitheaters/large event areas needed by
the projected population is approximately one new amphitheater or large event area. Due to the types of
activities that are generally programmed for amphitheaters, it is recommended that they be located within
large community parks, regional parks, or joint use facilities where parking can be shared with other uses
during special events. Amphitheaters may also be located in coordination with community or recreation
centers.

Park Shelters/Picnic Areas

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new park shelters/picnic areas needed by the
projected population is approximately 47 park shelters/picnic areas. The intent of the picnic areas is to
provide individual, family, and small-group picnicking opportunities at every neighborhood park and to
provide all levels of picnicking opportunities, including large-group facilities, at community parks. Each
community park should provide up to eight picnicking opportunities throughout the park, including one
large-group picnic area for 50-150 people. Regional parks may provide up to 12 picnicking opportunities
throughout the park, including a facility that could serve 250-500 people for large events and festivals.

Skateboard/BMX Parks

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new skateboard/BMX parks needed by the
projected population is approximately one skateboard/BMX park. It is recommended that this facility be
located at a community or regional park.

Disc Golf Courses

The City does not have a desired standard for the minimum number of disc golf courses needed for the
projected population. However, if it is determined at a later date that a disc golf course needs to be
developed, it is recommended that it be located within natural open space areas such as the Agua Fria
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River corridor, Gila River corridor, Estrella Mountain Regional Park, or within public lands such as BLM or
ASLD lands to take advantage of the natural terrain and the partnering opportunities with public agencies.

Off-Leash Dog Parks

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new off-leash dog parks needed by the projected
population is approximately two parks. Due to the growing trend of dog owners wanting to recreate with
their dogs, it is recommended that new off-leash areas be provided at proposed community or regional
parks.

Public 18-Hole Golf Course

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new public 18-hole golf courses needed by the
projected population is approximately one new golf course. It is recommended that the location of the new
public 18-hole golf course be located adjacent to the Agua Fria or Gila River corridors, south of Broadway
Road, to serve the southern area of the city.

Boating/Canoeing/Kayaking

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new boating, canoeing, or kayaking facility
needed by the projected population is approximately one. It is recommended that these activities be
incorporated into the regional, open space areas of the Tres Rios Greenway along the Gila River, near
the west boundary of the city, and assist in promoting a regional destination within the city.

Fishing Pier/Viewing Platforms

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new fishing piers or viewing platforms needed by
the projected population is approximately three piers/platforms. It is recommended that these facilities be
incorporated into the regional open space areas of the Tres Rios Greenway along the Agua Fria and Gila
Rivers and assist in promoting regional destinations and environmental tourism within the city.

Multi-Use Paths and Trails

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new paved multi-use paths and unpaved multi-
use trails needed by the projected population is approximately 12 miles each (paved and unpaved), for a
total of 24 miles. It is recommended that these facilities be incorporated into the regional open space
areas of the Tres Rios Greenway along the Agua Fria and Gila Rivers and into irrigation canal and power
transmission line corridors where possible to assist in providing regional and community connectivity and
in promoting regional destinations and environmental tourism within the city.

Indoor Recreation

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of indoor recreation facilities needed by the
projected population is approximately one recreational center, one indoor pool/aquatic center, one
gymnasium, one performing arts center, four racquetball courts, and four basketball courts. The City
currently meets its projected population need for community centers.

Recreational centers

Recreation centers generally range in size from 60,000 to 100,000 square feet and may include such
amenities and activities as child care, preschool, small commercial kitchen, a flexible meeting/event
space, dance studio, theatrical stage, arts and craft rooms, classrooms, fithess rooms, racquetball courts,
basketball courts, an indoor track, multipurpose rooms, and gymnasiums. They are typically located in
community or regional parks that can provide shared support amenities such as parking.

Racquetball Courts

The City's desired standard for the minimum number of new racquetball courts needed by the projected
population is approximately four (indoor) racquetball courts. Generally, racquetball courts are located
within community or regional park facilities in coordination with a recreation center or gymnasium to
capitalize on shared amenities such as locker rooms, showers, equipment storage/rental, and
restroom/concession facilities.

Gymnasiums/Indoor Basketball Courts

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new gymnasiums needed by the projected
population is approximately one gymnasium. However, The City’s desired standard for the minimum
number of new indoor basketball courts needed by the projected population is approximately four
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basketball courts, which could be provided within the new gymnasium. Gymnasiums are generally
incorporated into community or multi-use recreational centers to capitalize on shared amenities such as
locker rooms, showers, equipment storage/rental, and restroom/concession facilities.

Indoor pool and aquatics

Indoor pool and aquatic facilities may also be coordinated with other indoor facilities such as gymnasiums
and recreational centers to maximize utilization of building space and create a multipurpose, multi-
generational facility. Indoor pool and aquatic centers may include water play amenities such as dedicated
lap pools, leisure pools with zero depth entry, spray pads (zero depth play), water slides, play structures,
current channels, and vortex (whirlpool) features; therapeutic amenities such as hot tubs, cold plunges,
steam rooms, saunas, and jacuzzis; and multi-use amenities such as deck space and medium depth
pools for classes and exercises.

It is recommended that these types of facilities be developed at community or regional park sites to better
serve the public as a whole. It is also recommended that the City seek partnering opportunities with
school districts, Maricopa County, or private organizations for potential indoor facilities to maximize
available resources in the community.

Performing arts centers

The City’s desired standard for the minimum number of new performing arts centers needed by the
projected population is approximately 1 performing arts center. These types of cultural facilities can be
incorporated within other community or civic centers as a means of ensuring maximum utilization of joint
support facilities (for example, parking areas, plazas) by diverse user groups that are present for other
activities. However, performing arts centers can also provide a single-focused community amenity for
cultural events and social gatherings. The size of performing arts centers varies depending on the
programming of events and functions offered.
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8.0 PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES IMPLEMENTATION

8.1 Introduction

The Parks and Recreation Facilities Development Program (see Section 7.0) provides the basis for
developing capital improvement program recommendations as the City moves forward in implementing
the PRFT. This PRFT is intended to be a living document that is updated and refined through time, while
providing recommendations for development of future parks, recreation facilities, and trails based on the
City’s tailored standards. These standards recognize the dynamic growth environment the City has with
neighboring communities, existing development patterns, projected population densities, and potential
growth characteristics. The PRFT recognizes existing park and recreation community needs on a city-
wide basis. Prioritizing the development of new neighborhood, community, regional, and joint use parks
based on needs and demand will help provide a systematic way to address future park and recreation
opportunities throughout the city. In addition, the implementation of new park and recreation facilities will
greatly enhance the needs and experiences of the users who use these facilities as their local community
gathering and recreation areas.

As the City moves forward in implementing the PRFT, a logical approach that allows the City to balance
land acquisition with the development of new park and recreation facilities will be essential. The
standards and guidelines presented within the PRFT will assist in maximizing the City’s capital resources,
while striving to meet the diverse recreational needs of a growing community. The success of the
implementation of the PRFT is dependent on the cooperation and coordination efforts of city leaders and
departments. Each of the facilities and elements identified in the park and recreation facilities
development program will require ownership of responsibilities and support from various areas of
specialized expertise and agencies. Coordination and communication with agencies outside Avondale—
such as Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department; Maricopa County Flood Control District;
BLM; ASLD; AGFD; and the Cities of Goodyear, Phoenix, Tolleson, and Litchfield Park—will be
instrumental in developing partnerships that can expedite land acquisition, provide regional connectivity
and shared resources of future park and recreation facilities, and provide funding. Prioritization of the
recommended park, recreation facility, and trail improvements will be determined by the City as funding
becomes available.

8.2 Financial Resource Opportunities

Recently, the U.S. economy began a decline which has impacted the availability of federal, state, and
private funding for park, recreation, and open space areas and facilities. The future availability of many
traditional funding options is difficult to predict given these circumstances. On the other hand, the long-
term nature of municipal amenities such as parks, secures a reasonable expectation of certainty that
when the economy begins to grow, the fiscal pressure on these amenities will ease. During the
intervening years, the ability for Avondale to serve its residents with a high level of service in regards to
parks and recreation facilities will bode well when the fiscal pressure is relieved and population growth
resumes an upward trajectory.

In the near-term, it will be important to explore ever more creative ways to fund park and recreational
facilities. Funding may be in the form of a direct financing mechanism such as the General Fund, or
indirect resources such as grants, loans, and public/private partnerships. Several complimentary funding
sources may be used on any given project. Following is a brief summary of the City’s current funding
mechanisms used for parks, recreation facilities, and trails development.

Development Impact Fees

The primary and ongoing funding source for park development is the development impact fee. Using
existing fee levels, we have estimated the future revenue from this source of funding for parks, recreation
facilities, and trails. Assuming a population total of 101,539, it is estimated that an additional 9,789
housing units will be added, which equates to $23.4 million in impact fees that would be generated.

Development Impact Fees are assessed on all new residential construction. The revenue from these fees
is allotted for parks and recreation infrastructure development, land acquisition, operations and
maintenance. The current impact fee schedule includes:
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e $2,501 for each single family residential unit

e $1,970 for each multi-family unit
e $2,526 for each manufactured home unit

The revenue projections in Table 8.1, City of Avondale Development Impact Fee Projection are
conservative estimates that do not take into consideration the increase in development impact fees or

inflation.

Table 8.1 City of Avondale Development Impact Fee Projection

Single Family | Multi-Family | Manufactured Home Total
Housing Type Distribution* 80% 14% 6% 100%
Additional Housing Units 7,120 2,063 607 9,789
Household Size* 3.75 2.27 3.30 -
Impact Fee** $2,501 $1,970 $2,526 -
Revenue $17,807,042 $4,063,562 $1,532,377 | $23,402,981

Source: U.S. Census: American Community Survey, 2007; City of Avondale; ESI Corp
* 2007 Figure
** City of Avondale Parks Impact Fee Structure as of May 2009

Other Current Funding Resources
Over the years the City of Avondale has funded the development of parks, recreation facilities, and trails
in a variety of ways including general funds and obligation bonds, as well as, joint use partnerships.

The General Fund includes revenues from a variety of sources including, but not limited to, sales tax,
property tax, state and federal sources, user fees, and permit fees. It is the main fund used by the City for
all expenses. In addition, funds from the most recent General Obligation Bond issue have been
earmarked for indoor park facilities, such as the planned City of Avondale Community and Sports Center
located in the Avondale City Center planning area.

The City is currently involved in both public and private partnerships that provide joint use park and
recreation amenities to the community. Public partnerships, or inter-governmental agreements, have
been entered into with two school facilities and the Maricopa County Flood Control District. Private
partnerships, or joint-use facility agreements, have been entered into with the Boys and Girls Club and
the YMCA.

8.3 Potential Funding Sources

To provide a comprehensive park, recreation facilities, and trails system for its residents, Avondale needs
to maintain a level of service standard that ensures the location of parks are accessible to all citizens.
Allocating funds for parks and recreation facility development is always a challenge, and becomes more
so during economic recession periods. Leveraging a variety of funds such as combining park facilities
with education facilities (for example sports fields, gymnasiums, play areas) or habitat restoration projects
(for example improving water quality, re-establishing wildlife, educational opportunities) will help allocate
additional monies to park facility development, and will serve a more diverse range of needs. These types
of complimentary relationships may help leverage more funding for parks and other recreational facilities
within Avondale. Examples include:

¢ Building interpretive kiosks along trails and in parks, which function as shade structures
e Habitat conservation and restoration projects developed as educational laboratories utilized to teach
adults and children, while functioning as landscape improvements

Table 8.2, Potential Funding Resources, includes the planned and proposed parks and opens space and
trails, and their potential funding resources identified to date. New proposed neighborhood parks are
scheduled to be provided by the private development community accompanying residential development
and maintained by the homeowners association, therefore these parks are not identified in Table 8.2.
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Table 8.2 Potential Funding Resources

Name

Description

Funding Resources*

Neighborhood Parks

Pendergast Park
(Planned)

See Section 6.2, Park Classifications, for a
description of Neighborhood Park

AZ State Parks Board Heritage Fund,
Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition  Grant, Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Community Cultural
Inventory, American Forests AZ Community
Tree Council, Other Funding Resources and
Mechanisms (Table 8.4)

Community Parks

Festival Fields
(Phase 2 Planned)

See Section 6.2, Park Classifications, for a
description of Community Park

AZ State Parks Board Heritage Fund,
Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition  Grant, Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Community Cultural
Inventory, American Forests AZ Community
Tree Council, AZ Bird Conservation
Initiative, North American Wetlands
Conservation Act, Other Funding Resources
and Mechanisms (Table 8.4)

CP3
(Proposed)

See Section 6.2, Park Classifications, for a
description of Community Park

AZ State Parks Board Heritage Fund,
Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition  Grant, Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Community Cultural
Inventory, Brownfields Assistance Program,
American Forests AZ Community Tree
Council, AZ Bird Conservation Initiative,
Access Program, Land Owner Incentive
Program, North  American  Wetlands
Conservation Act, Other Funding Resources
and Mechanisms (Table 8.4)

CP4
(Proposed)

See Section 6.2, Park Classifications, for a
description of Community Park

AZ State Parks Board Heritage Fund,
Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition  Grant, Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Community Cultural
Inventory, Brownfields Assistance Program,
American Forests AZ Community Tree
Council, Access Program, Land Owner
Incentive Program, Other Funding
Resources and Mechanisms (Table 8.4)

Regional Parks

RP1
(Proposed)

See Section 6.2, Park Classifications, for the
description of a Regional Park

AZ State Parks Board Heritage Fund,
Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition Grant, State Lake
Improvement Fund, Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Community Cultural
Inventory, Brownfields Assistance
Program, American Forests AZ
Community Tree Council, AZ Bird
Conservation Initiative, Access Program,
Land Owner Incentive Program, North
American Wetlands Conservation Act,
Other Funding Resources and
Mechanisms (Table 8.4)
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Table 8.2 Potential Funding Resources (continued)

Open Space, Trails, Paths and Bike Lanes

AZ State Parks Board Heritage Fund,
Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition Grant, Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Community Cultural
Inventory, Brownfields Assistance
Program, American Forests AZ
Community Tree Council, AZ Bird
Conservation Initiative, Access Program,
Land Owner Incentive Program, North
American Wetlands Conservation Act,
Other Funding Resources and
Mechanisms (Table 8.4)

AZ State Parks Board Heritage Fund,
Growing Smarter State Trust Land
Acquisition Grant, Land and Water
Conservation Fund, Community Cultural
CR-Ella Rlv_er Multi-use paths and trails along the Gila Inventory, Brov_vnflelds Assistance
ecreation/Open River, as well as, recreation and open space Program, American Forests AZ
Space Corridor ' ' Community Tree Council, AZ Bird

areas ) o

(Proposed Conservation Initiative, Access Program,
Land Owner Incentive Program, North
American Wetlands Conservation Act,
Other Funding Resources and
Mechanisms (Table 8.4)

Agua Fria River
Recreation/Open
Space Corridor
(Proposed)

Multi-use paths and trails along the Agua Fria
River, as well as, recreation and open space
areas

Designated lanes in existing and new street | Bikes Belong Grant, Arizona Safe Routes

Bike Lanes Right-Of-Way (ROW) to School

Source: ESI Corp, 2009
* Description and details of applicable Funding Resources can be found in Table 8.4 — Funding Resources

Funding allocations from the City’s General Fund and Development Impact Fee program are assumed to
be well entrenched resources for the development, improvement, and acquisition of park and recreation
facilities, as well as, state distributed funds such as Highway User Revenue Fund, Vehicle License Tax,
Regional Area Road Fund, and the Local Transportation Assistance Fund. Since these resources are
assumed to be well known and already utilized for parks, recreation facilities, trails, and bike lane
development, they are not specifically identified in the following table.

Table 8.3, Potential Funding Resource Information, identifies programs and funds available to help
finance various park and recreation facility improvements. This information includes the specific program
or fund name, a description of the program or fund, amount of potential funding available, application due
dates, the grant coordinator or program director contact information, and website address.

In addition to the funding resources noted in Table 8.3, the City has at their disposable other municipal
financing mechanisms and tools to fund city-wide parks and recreation development, improvements, and
land acquisition. Table 8.4, Potential Municipal Financing Mechanisms and Tools includes traditional
resources, as well as non-traditional resources, that may assist the City in implementing the PRFT as the
demand and need for new facilities occur.
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Table 8.3 Potential Funding Resource Information

Name Description Amount Due Dates Contact Address Npuhnc:ggr Website (Source)
Grants in support of historic preservation Vivia Strang
AZ State Parks Board projects on, or eligible, for the State or $150,000/project 1st cycle - May 29, 2009 Historic Preservation Grant AZ State Parks

Heritage Fund: Historic
Preservation

National Register of Historic Places. Must
attend mandatory workshop.

Match: 40% (min)

2nd cycle - Dec. 29, 2009

Consultant
vstrang@azstateparks.gov

1300 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-542-4662

www.azstateparks.com

AZ State Parks Board
Heritage Fund: Local,

Grant in support of land acquisition and

No later than 5:00PM on the

Danielle Silvas

AZ State Parks

Regional and State facility development for parks, outdoor N/A last working dav in Februar Grant Coordinator 1300 W. Washington St. 602-542-7160 | www.azstateparks.com
Pargks recreation and open space preservation. g day y dsilvas@azstateparks.gov Phoenix, AZ 85008
No later than 5:00PM on the
AZ State Parks Board Grant in support of non-motorized trail last working day in February AZ State Parks
acquisition, construction and trail N/A State Trails no later than Bob Baldwin 1300 W. Washington St. 602-542-7130 | www.azstateparks.com

Heritage Fund: Trails

improvements in the State Trail System.

5:00PM on the first working
day in August

Phoenix, AZ 85009

Growing Smarter State
Trust Land Acquisition
Grant Program

The Growing Smarter Act provides for the
acquisition and preservation of open
spaces and establishes a program for
continuing study and consideration of
pertinent issues relating to public land use
policies.

Match: 10%

June 30th 2009
5:00 PM

Doris Pulsifer
Chief of Grants
dpulsifer@azstateparks.gov

AZ State Parks
1300 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85010

602-542-7127

www.azstateparks.com

State Lake Improvement
Fund

Grants which assist state and local
governments in funding projects on water
where gasoline powered boats are
permitted

Does not require
matching of funds,
but points are
awarded for those
who can. Max can't
exceed 20% of total
revenue in any
fiscal year

last working day of January

Danielle Silvas
Grant Coordinator
dsilvas@azstateparks.gov

AZ State Parks
1300 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85011

602-542-7160

www.azstateparks.com

Land and Water
Conservation Fund

Grants in support of land acquisition and
facility development for parks, outdoor
recreation, and open space preservation

N/A

No later than 5:00PM on the
last working day in February

Danielle Silvas
Grant Coordinator
dsilvas@azstateparks.gov

AZ State Parks
1300 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85011

602-542-7160

www.azstateparks.com

Community Cultural
Inventory

Tool to help towns, cities, and counties
gather info about cultural resources
available in their communities and
develop future cultural opportunities

Grant support of
$500/day, up to
max of 3 days, for
total of $1500

throughout the year on a
first-come, first-served basis
and are subject to approval
and availability of funds

Mitch Menchaca
Director of Local Arts
Development
mmenchaca@azarts.gov

Arizona Commission on the
Arts

417 W. Roosevelt St.
Phoenix, AZ 85003

602-771-6529

www.azarts.gov

Brownfields Assistance

Encourages redevelopment of sites that
have been, or may have, environmental
contamination by providing funds to

Arcelious Stephens or
Beth Amparan

AZ Dept. of Environmental
Quality

Arcelious
602-771-4401

Program conduct thorough investigations and Max of $200,000 N/A ADEQ Brownfields 1110 W. Washington St. Beth www.azdeq.gov/environ/waste/cleanup/brownfields. html
implement the necessary steps to end the Coordinator(s) Phoenix, AZ 85007 602-771-4562.
contamination
Fundable projects include paved bike Up to $10,000 May 26, 2009 Elizabeth Train Bikes Belong Coalition

Bikes Belong Grant

paths and rail-trails as well as mountain
bike trails, bike parks, BMX facilities, and
large-scale bicycle advocacy initiatives.

No match required
but highly desirable

August 24, 2009
November 23, 2009

Grants & Research Director
elizabeth@bikesbelong.org

P.O Box 2359
Boulder, CO, 80306

303-449-4893
Ext. 3

www.bikesbelong.org
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